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Bold plan needed to overhaul. 


_ LTC system: H 


Crosses marking the names of residents who died of COVID-19 at long-term care home Camilla Care Community 


NN 


>) 


in south Mississauga, as seen earlier this fall. Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath said Tuesday that action is 
needed to address the deficiencies of the LTC system. (PWN Staff Photo)i 


A "bold plan" is needed to 
address the deficiencies in 
province's long-term care 
system, including Peel Re- 
gion, Ontario NDP Leader 
Andrea Horwath said earlier 
this week. 

Backed by families and 
residents who have been im- 
pacted by COVID-19 out- 
breaks in LTC facilities 
across the region and be- 
yond, Horwath said Tuesday 
that urgent action must be 
taken to address the issue. 

“Tt’s been a long, long bat- 
tle. Hopefully, COVID will 
finally give us the chance to 
fix long-term care in On- 
tario,” Horwath said Tues- 
day, after outlining a plan to 


overhaul the LTC system 
and launch up to 50,000 
new spaces to replace for- 
profit care if the NDP is 
elected to lead in 2022. 

The announcement came 
in the wake of new legisla- 
tion by the Ford government 
that may insulate LTC 
homes from COVID-19 re- 
lated lawsuits, via a "Recov- 
ery Act" that gives judges 
the power to judge whether 
an impacted LTC facility 
made an "honest effort" to 
follow public health guide- 
lines and laws. 

Horwath's eight-year plan 
would transform both home 
care and long-term care, al- 
lowing residents to live 


safely and comfortably for a 
longer period in home-like 
settings. 


"Seniors and their families | 


deserve to know that they 
will be able to access long- 
term care and home care 
that is responsive to their 
culture,religion and _ lan- 
guage,” Horwath _ said, 
backed by residents who 
have had family members 
succumb to the virus in LTC 
properties. “We can help 


keep people comfortable | 


and supported in their 
homes for longer by ensur- 
ing home care is accessible 
and reliable.” 
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Council receives “inconclusive” report for team sponsorship 
agreement 


by Alex Gregory 


The puck stops 
here. 

Brampton coun- 
cillors unanimously 
accepted an audit 
report on Oct. 14 re- 
garding the value of 
a sponsorship 
agreement for the 
Brampton Beast, 
the city's profes- 
sional hockey team. 

The Beast, which 
debuted in 2013 
and currently oper- 
ates as one of two 
active Canadian 
teams in the ECHL 
(East Coast Hockey 
League), previously 
received a_ three- 
year sponsorship 
agreement from 
Brampton council 
in 2017 to mitigate 
predicted losses, 
with — councillors 
agreeing to pay $1.5 
million to the team 
over three years. 

The report, gener- 
ated by MNP LLP, 
stated that while the 
contractual terms of 
the agreement were 
met, they were un- 
able to definitively 
state whether suffi- 
cient value was ob- 


tained, said MNP's 
Partner, Head of 
Public Sector, Jason 
Ducharme. 

"I think the key 
lesson here is that if 
the city is going to 
invest $1.5 million 
of taxpayers’ dol- 
lars, the onus is to 
make sure you hold 
that vendor  ac- 
countable for all the 
things they prom- 
ised in their pro- 
posal," said 
Ducharme, who 
also indicated that 
the city did not in- 
dependently verify 
whether — sponsor- 
ship opportunities 
referenced in the 
agreement were 
met, did not collect 
data to leverage 
through the benefits 
of the agreement, 
and did not perform 
market analysis to 
determine if other 
opportunities could 
be found for invest- 
ment. 

"In a way, spon- 
sorships are really 
no different than if 
you hire a contrac- 
tor to build a road. 


You have all sorts of 
processes to make 
sure that the con- 
tractor meets the 
specs... in the same 
way, in a sponsor- 
ship, you need to 
have those 
processes in place 
to make sure that 
the things that are 
promised actually 
materialized." 

The audit report 
focused on several 
factors, including 
vendor manage- 
ment, sponsorships, 
results and account- 
ability. 

Speaking after the 
reveal of the report, 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown said 
the report was "dis- 
appointing.” 

"You never like to 
see taxpayer dollars 
not being used to 
their fullest poten- 
tial... I hope the city 
learns from this, 
that we don't have 
mistakes like this in 
the future," said 
Brown. 

Cary Kaplan, the 
owner of the team, 
said in an interview 


with Peel Weekly 
News afterwards 
that the Beast were 
"surprised" ee the 
conclusions drawn 
by the report. 

"We weren't aware 
this was coming for- 
ward," said Kaplan, 
who explained that 
the report was in- 
conclusive on re- 
turn on investment 
(ROI) due to 


turnover at the city 
and staff members 
being unable to 


value the sponsor- 
ship - a factor also 


echoed by local 
councillors. 
The purpose of the 


agreement was a 
one-time "bridge" 
to help the team 
continue, and that it 
has not come back 
to the city for addi- 
tional support, said 
Kaplan, who indi- 
cated that two other 

artners have 
joined the organiza- 
tion to move the 


team forward. 

"Brampton is not 
Edmonton or 
Toronto... we are 
the largest sports 
entity in the city," 
he said. "We're very 
proud of this... we 
think it was a good 
investment at the 
time, and we're very 

roud of the contri- 

ution the Beast has 
continued to make 
over the last several 
years." 


Peel officially in “second wave” as case counts rise: Crombie 


by Clover Sterling 


The second wave 
has arrived. 

As COVID-19 cases 
increase in the 
province, Missis- 
sauga city officials 
are urgin residents 
to avoid person to 
person contact to 
stop the pandemic 
from spreading.. 

Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie and 
Peel Region’s Med- 
ical Officer of Health, 
Dr. Lawrence Loh, 
addressed residents 
on Wednesday, ac- 
knowledging that the 
region is officially in 
asecond wave witha 
case count of fifty 


four in the past week, 
the highest since the 
onset in March. 

The surge was 
blamed on Thanks- 
giving get-togethers 
causing a delayed 
spike in the commu- 
nity. 

The pair urged res- 
idents to reduce all 
person-to-person 
contact to avoid the 
virus from overhaul- 
ing the community. 

“We are responsi- 
ble for moving this 
virus... our personal 
choices and our be- 
haviours are what's 
driving the numbers 
and only we can stop 


it,” said Crombie. 
“Please, I'm urging 
you, reduce your in- 
person contact and 
do your best to keep 
it to those in your 
immediate family, 
your immediate 
household and your 
essential supports. 

Crombie _ believes 
the surge in cases 
stem from social 
gatherings on 
Thanksgiving long 
weekend. 

She also urged par- 
ents to keep Hal- 
loween celebrations 
at a minimum, with 
immediate house- 
hold members only 


and to avoid door to 
door trick -or treat 
which could risk fur- 
ther exposure to the 
virus. 

As the city ap- 
proaches the mini- 
mum 28-day period 
of modified stage 2, 
the Mayor's plan for 
struggling businesses 
to stay afloat is to 
help them remain 
stable at this point. 

To that extent, 
Crombie sent a four- 
page letter to Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trudeau and Pre- 
mier Doug Ford re- 
questing aid for local 
businesses. She said 


in the event case 
numbers reduce, that 
bars reduce capacity, 
restaurants close 
early and gyms use 
plexiglas barriers. 

“The opportunity is 
now to avoid a longer 
lockdown,” she said. 

For Loh, the re- 
sponse of a second 
wave in the region 
represents a change 
in tone, after weeks 
of stating the region 
wasn’t dealing with a 
second wave because 
the points of trans- 
mission could be 
tracked in 80 per 
cent of cases. 

“We are certainly 


concerned,” said 
Loh, noting that the 
virus spread “sug- 
gests that the disease 
is now wider spread 
in the community, 
which is why we are 
seeing our second 
wave here now,” he 


said. 
“We must stop 
coming — together,” 


Loh continued. “If 
we do not meet, the 
disease cannot 
spread. Do not meet 
to celebrate Hal- 
loween... we do nott 
want a Halloween 
surge to add to a 
Thanksgiving surge.” 
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Police searching for “senseless” suspect in homicide case 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel Police’s Homicide 
Bureau are looking for 
leads in connection with 
the shooting of a 25 
year-old Mississauga 
man this past summer. 

The force said the inci- 
dent took place on Aug. 
3, around 9:36 p.m. in 
the Huntington Ridge 
Drive area. 

Authorities responsed 
to the scene in response 
to reports of a shooting, 
and located the victim, 
Abdifatah Salah, who 
was suffering from a 
gunshot wound. 

Fatah was rushed to a 
trauma centre, but suc- 
cumbed to his injuries. 

Police located surveil- 
lance video which dis- 
plays the view of a 
parking lot, with the 
sounds of gunfire being 
heard before a dark- 
coloured vehicle speeds 
away from the scene. 

“This was a senseless 
act of gun violence 


which resulted in a life 
being taken,” said Peel 
Police Deputy Chief 
Nick Milnovich. “This 
type of violence will not 
be tolerated by our serv- 
ice or our communities. 
It is a priority for our in- 
vestigators and they are 
committed to ensuring 
justice for the victim 


and loved ones.” 

It is believed that three 
young offenders were 
responsible for the inci- 
dent. The vehicle driven 
by the suspects was last 
seen driving near the in- 
tersection of Eglinton 
Avenue and Hurontario 
Street on the night of 
the incident. 


The suspect vehicle is 
described as four-door, 
dark-coloured, with a 
missing hubcap from 
the rear passenger side. 

Residents with addi- 
tional information re- 
garding the case are 
asked to call police at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3205. 


Action needed to address LTC deficiencies: Horwath 


Continued from Pg 1 


Horwath's plans 
for home-care in- 
clude hiring and 
training staff who 
can communicate 
effectively with 
seniors in their 
own language, 
replicating a 
"small town" or 
"neighbourhood 
villa" model of liv- 
ing in facilities 
and boosting the 
wages of support 
workers. In total, 
the plan would 
cost an estimated 
$6 billion, factor- 
ing in additional 
plans to build a 
provincial care- 
giver benefit pro- 
gram with an 
active family and 
resident council, 


abolishing LTC 
waitlists and in- 
stalling seniors’ 
advocates _ that 
will overseee in- 
spections and 
protection for 


each community. 


ricci if seniors do 


need long-term 
care, it should feel 
like a new home, 
not like giving up 
a home for an in- 


stitution,” said 
Horwath. 
Horwath was 


joined by several 
residents, includ- 
ing Mississauga's 
Innis Ingram, 
who spoke to his 
concerns about 
the LTC system in 
the wake of the 
outbreak at 
Camilla Care 
Community, 
which saw dozens 
of COVID-19 
cases __ reported 
amid concerns re- 
garding _inade- 
quate living 
conditions. In- 

ram staged a 

unger strike in 
front of the facil- 
ity, located in 
south Missis- 
sauga, this past 
summer to draw 
attention to the 
issue. 

"The residents 
and families in 


long-term care 
have and continue 
to suffer... this 


legislation serves 
to prolong that 
suffering and 
raise more obsta- 
cles in paths to 
accountability 
and justice we de- 
serve," said In- 
gram, who called 
statements by 
Ford and Ontario 
Attorney General 
Doug Downey re- 
garding the bill to 
be "insulting to 
my intelligence, 


and that of Ontar- 
ians." 


Thursday's 
meeting of the 
Ontario Legisla- 
ture will see the 
NDP attempt to 
pass a_ private 
members' bill, the 
Time to Care Act, 
through a_ third 
reading - the bill 
would increase 
staffing levels in 
LTC homes, via a 
guarantee of at 
least four hours of 
hands-on care per 
resident, per day. 

"We need action 
right now to save 
lives. That starts 


by bringing this 


bill to a final vote 
right away, and 
committing the 
funding needed to 
give our seniors 
the safety and 
care they desper- 
ately need,” said 
Armstrong, who 
noted that a four- 
hour daily mini- 
mum standard of 
care is one of the 
interim recom- 
mendations of the 
province’s Long- 
Term Care 
COVID-19 Com- 
mission. 
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THE COMPASS 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 


of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 

* Donate food or funds 

* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive www.thecompass.ca 
* Follow us on social media f w @ CompassFoodBank 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Under the leader- 
ship of Jagmeet 
Singh, the leader of 
the New Demo- 
cratic Party, the 
Oct. 2019 federal 


election severely 
damaged the 
party's reputation, 
and its seats were 
cut in half. 

Being a minority 
government of the 
Liberals, this gov- 
ernment needs the 
NDP's help from 
time to time, which 
Jagmeet Singh has 
been fulfilling. 

This government 
allows the parlia- 
mentary commit- 
tees to investigate 
the Liberal govern- 
ment's scams to 
function, but still, 
the NDP is protect- 
ing this govern- 
ment. 

The NDP claims 
to be helping the 
Trudeau govern- 
ment pursue public 
interest policies, 
but analysts believe 
that if a snap elec- 
tion is held today, 
the NDP will suffer 
a significant set- 
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back that the NDP 
fears. On the finan- 
cial side, too, the 
NDP's vessels are 
in full swing. 

There was a big 
plan behind mak- 
ing Jagmeet Singh 
the NDP leader, 
and it has been dis- 
cussed many times. 

Singh _ received 
generous support 
from areas where 
the Sikh population 
is plentiful. 

Singh has been 
associated with an 
organization called 
Sikh Activists, 
which is now 
known as 'Defen- 
dant,’ but it was 
with this organiza- 
tion that Singh first 
became an MPP 
from Ontario and 
then the leader of 
the Federal NDP. 

To become an 
MP, Singh pre- 
ferred to leave his 
provincial = con- 
stituency of 
Brampton East and 
move to BC and 
succeeded. 

BC had an NDP 
government and a 
snap election on 
Oct. 24, in which 
the NDP was 
ahead. The even- 
tual results saw the 
NDP pull through 
with 55 seats, ver- 
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sus 29 for the Lib- 
erals. 

The results allow 
the NDP to hold 
the balance of 
power solo. 
Trudeau has two 
viable dancing 
partners, one sov- 
ereigntist and ob- 
structionist, the 
other federalist and 
social democratic. 
The choice would 
be obvious. 

Singh ran a re- 
markable  cam- 
paign centred 
around a social-de- 
mocratic agenda 
containing = sub- 
stantive policies 
that many Canadi- 
ans are hungry 
such as pharma- 
care, childcare, af- 
fordable housing, 
dental care, invest- 
ments in renewable 
energy and getting 
the super-wealthy 
to pay their fair 
share. 

The NDP is in- 
credibly poorly dif- 
ferentiated from 
the Liberals in 
terms of policies. 
Singh isn't Layton. 
Quebec is bigoted. 

The NDP's suc- 
cess in this snap 
election depended 
on how much they 
took credit for any 
legislation in the 


next Parliament, 
where their votes 
will have to sustain 
the Liberal Minor- 
ity government 
while forcing it to 
adopt more pro- 
gressive legislation, 
like a wealth tax 
and a start to 
pharma-care. 

But no matter 
how well Singh 
does, he is doubtful 
to generate another 
Orange Wave, 
since Layton's was 
based on Quebec, 
which is currently 
hostile to visible re- 


Is Jagmeet’s eye on the B.C. Premier’s Seat? 


ligious minorities. 

He could, how- 
ever, pick up seats 
in Montreal. His 
best hope is to 
make gains in On- 
tario, British Co- 
lumbia, and Nova 
Scotia. 

The Federal Lib- 
eral Party is slowly 
swallowing up Jag- 
meet Singh's party. 
Where will Jag- 
meet leave federal 
politics? But it's his 
own fault, for how 
long is he going to 
keep brushing 
Trudeau Liberals to 
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save their govern- 
ment under the 
blanket of COVID 
and “better times” 
for Canadians? 
Some analysts be- 
lieve that Jagmeet's 
eyes are on the BC 
premiership. 

Plans to make 
Jagmeet Singh the 
leader of BC's NDP 
by next term have 
been started by the 
internal ‘core 
group’, but what 
will happen over 
the next few 
months remains to 
be seen. 
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Province ups bed count at Brampton Civic 


by Alex Gregory 


New beds com- 
ing soon - to a hos- 
pital near you. 

The province an- 
nounced plans 
Tuesday to up bed 
capacity at Bramp- 
ton Civic Hospital, 
as local physicians 
continue to grap- 
ple with wait times 
and capacity is- 
sues due to the 


COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic. 
Premier Doug 


Ford and Health 
Minister Christine 
Elliott, alongside 
William Osler 
Health System 
CEO Dr. Naveed 
Mohammed, made 
the announce- 
ment, which will 
see $116.5 million 
invested across the 
province to add 
766 beds at 32 
hospitals. 

Osler will add up 
to 87 beds through 
the new funding, 
with 41 added to 
Brampton _ Civic 
and 46 at Etobi- 
coke General. 

“We will spare no 
expense to protect 
the health and 
safety of the peo- 
ple in Brampton 
and across On- 
tario,” said Ford, 
who indicated that 
the announcement 


follows on a pledge 
to end_ hallway 
health care and re- 
duce wait times. 
"We are taking 
another step today 
to keep that prom- 
ise by adding hun- 
dreds 
hospital 
across 
province. This will 
not only ensure we 
are ready for any 
surges in COVID- 
19 cases, but pro- 
vide patients with 
the care they need 
and deserve close 


to home." 
The new funds 
bring the total 


amount in funding 
$351 million for 
more than 2,250 
new beds at 57 
hospitals and al- 
ternate health fa- 
cilities across the 
province. 

In recent weeks, 
Peel Region, along 
with Toronto, York 
Region and other 
hotspots, have 
seen _ increased 
case counts and 
positivity rates for 
COVID-19 cases, 


stoking fears of a 
second wave of the 
vl1rus. 


The new beds are 
not only intended 
to alleviate pres- 
sures on the health 


system, but ensure 
that elective and 
needed surgeries 
can continue unin- 
terrupted. 

"As Osler contin- 
ues to respond to 
COVID-19 and an- 
ticipates higher 
demands for inpa- 
tient care over the 
coming months, 
this critical invest- 
ment in hospital 
capacity will fur- 
ther — strengthen 
our ability to de- 
liver high-quality, 
compassionate 
health care serv- 
ices to our pa- 
tients," said 
Mohammed, who 
spoke of the efforts 
of frontline work- 


F. Brampton South MPP Prabmeet 
Sarkaria speaks during a news con- 
at Brampton Civic Hospital 
uncing new bed capacity on 
Oct. 27, 2020. (Submitted) 


_ fere 
| a 


ers to respond 
during the onset of 
the pand 

For some, 
though, the invest- 
ment isn’t enough. 


Local MPPs, 
speaking after 
Ford’s announce- 
ment, said that his 
statement about 
expanding Peel 
Memorial rang 


hollow, given how 
they refused to 
commit to funding 
a hospital a year 
earlier. 

“The people of 
Brampton wait 
hours in long lines 
at Peel Memorial, 
and Brampton 
Civic is the epicen- 
tre of dangerous 


hallway medicine,” 
said Brampton- 
East NDP MPP 
Gurratan Singh. 
“People in our 
community  de- 
serve so much bet- 
ter than long 
painful and anx- 
lous waits.” 
Speaking Tues- 
day afternoon, 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown 
welcomed the an- 
nouncement, say- 
ing the funding 
was needed in the 
wake of the city 
declaring a health- 
care emergency 
and advocating for 
additional support 
from the province. 
“Brampton’s 


health care system 
has been  over- 
crowded and un- 
derfunded for too 
long and the hall- 
way medicine cri- 
sis has been 
compounded _ by 
the pandemic. We 
are in dire need of 
support from the 
Province, and we 
welcome this posi- 
tive step in the 
right direction for 
our community as 


part of the 
Province’s fall pre- 
paredness plan, 


especially as Peel 
is now in the sec- 
ond wave of 
COVID-19,” said 
Brown. 


#1Ta 


yetThePle gePee! 


PeelPolice.ca/TakeThePledge 
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Highway cameras get revved up as province 
announces $400k investment 


Reckless drivers on 
Peel’s busiest high- 
ways will have to 
look twice before 
thinking of speeding 
- as a new invest- 
ment aims to put the 
curb on dangerous 
behaviour. 

The province an- 
nounced a $410,000 
investment to boost 
closed-circuit televi- 
sion cameras (CCTV) 
on some of the re- 
gion’s busiest high- 
ways, includin 
Highways 403 an 
410. 

The funding, an- 
nounced last week, 
will help _ police 
quickly identify reck- 
less and dangerous 
behaviour on two of 
the region’s busiest 
vehicle corridors, 
and are aimed at 
promoting public 
safety. 

Since the beginning 
of the year, 36 resi- 
dents have lost their 
lives to traffic fatali- 
ties - an unaccept- 
able risk to the 
community, said 
Peel’s police chief, 
Nishan Duraiappah. 

"The primary cause 
of these incidents is 
aggressive and im- 
paired driving... Peel 
Region has also ex- 


perienced gun and 
gang violence on our 
roadways resulting 
in multiple homi- 
cides some of which 
have involved unin- 
tended victims. This 
investment will deter 
this reckless behav- 
iour and allow us to 
respond = appropri- 
ately and effectively 
to the activities that 
put lives at risk," said 
Duraiappah. 

The new funding is 
in addition to $6 mil- 
lion in previously- 
announced funding 
to help expand CCTV 
in municipalities 
throughout the 
province. 

"Speeding, street 
racing and_ stunt 
driving are criminal 
activities that under- 
mine communities 
and put innocent 
lives at risk,” said So- 
licitor General Sylvia 
Jones. 

"With this invest- 
ment, Peel Regional 
Police will be better 
equipped to keep 
roads and communi- 
ties safe by tracking 
and apprehending 
offenders who reck- 
lessly endanger law- 
abiding motorists 
and their families." 

The province saw a 


marked increase in 
reckless and danger- 
ous behaviour in- 
volving vehicles this 
past summer, with 
52 per cent more 
charges leveled for 
stunt driving and 
street racing from 
Mar. - Aug. 2020., 
compared to the 
same time last year. 

The most recent 
traffic-related fatality 
saw 19-year Missis- 
sauga man Jagrajan 
“Jag” Brar, who was 
struck and_ killed 
head-on while driv- 
ing by another vehi- 
cle. The driver of the 
other vehicle, Peter 


\) INVITATION 
Meet & Greet 
HAIRSTYLIST ANASTASIA 
to PERSONALIZE 

YOUR Hair Care Experience 


Simms, of Or- 
angeville, was ar- 
rested after 


attempting to flee the 
scene, and currently 
faces multiple 
charges related to the 
incident. 

Currently, drivers 
charged with reck- 
less usage of a motor 
vehicle face punish- 
ments involving 
roadside impound- 
ments and suspen- 
sions, fines of up to 
$10,000, six demerit 
points, post-convic- 
tion licence suspen- 
sion and possible jail 
time. 


Arrest warrant leads to 
seized firearm 

Peel  Police’s berry, of 
Specialized En- Toronto, has 
forcement Bu- been charged 
reau. seized a with one count 


firearm in con- 
nection with an 
arrest made in 


Toronto last 
week. 

Officers from 
the bureau 


launched an in- 
vestigation after 
receiving reports 
about a suspect 
who was in vio- 
lation of a court 
order, in rela- 
tion to firearm, 
robbery and 
prostitution 
charges. 

Last Friday 
(Oct. 23), police 
found the sus- 
pect in the Bloor 
and Church 
Street area in 
Toronto and ar- 
rested him, 
based on_ the 
outstanding 
warrant. During 


the arrest, a 
loaded Glock 
istol was 
ound. 

24 ~—~year-old 
Shaimar  Stan- 


of failing to 
comply with a 
court order, and 


one count of 
ossession of 
irearm in a ve- 
hicle. 


He ap- 
peared in 
Brampton court 
to answer to the 
charges on Oct. 
22, 
Police are also 
lookin ior A) 
second male as- 
sociated with 
the vehicle, who 
fled on foot. 

The suspect is 
described as a 
Black male, 6 
feet tall with a 
thin build. He 
was last seen 
wearing a black 
and white 
hooded sweater. 

Anyone’ with 
information in 
relation to this 
investigation is 
ee to contact 
police at (905) 
453-2121, 
3555. 


exis 


‘s 


HAIRSTYLIST 


GTA MOBILE & LOCATIONS 
Hair Care, Cuts, Colours, Styles 
Product Recomendations, 
Facial Waxing, Ear Piercing 


25+ YEARS of Experience 
Serving Families & Individuals 
at their Homes & Workplaces! 
CUT | STYLE/SET | GO!GO!GO! 


Licensed | Insured | Services w/Receipt 
CURRENCY | CREDIT | DEBIT 
Net Billing Options Available 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Call or Text to book: 


(905) 783-3482 


ANASTASIA TOLIAS 
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It’s a SNAP: Climate change researcher plants proof of concept 


by Catherine Soplet 


“We have lots to 
learn from nature,” 
says Alice Cassel- 
man, the founder 
of environmental 


charit ACER 
Canada. “Nature 
constantly adapts 
its ‘proof in con- 


cept’ in the context 
of species survival.” 
This month, in 
completing three 
community tree 
planting installa- 
tions for climate 
change research in 
the Knightsbridge 
area of Brampton, 


retired biology 
teacher Alice 
saysshe felt like a 
baby elephant 


standing up for the 
first time. 

It was 18 months 
ay in Apr. 2019 
when Project 
Crossroads model 
was first explored 
with Peel Region’s 
health team leader- 
ship, just as the 
Ontario govern- 
ment disrupted re- 
gional processes 
with its municipal 
revamp and_ re- 
view. 

A year on from 
pitching the con- 


cept, ACER Canada 

(Association for 

Canadian Educa- 

tional Resources) 

was funded in Mar. 

2020 during the 
andemic __lock- 
own. 

Funds were used 
to create a planting 
program for volun- 
teers with Toronto 
and Region Con- 
servation Authority 
and the City of 
Brampton, in order 
to support ACER’s 
approach to urban 
reforestation in 
prioritized residen- 
tial low tree canopy 
areas. 

“We helped save 
their budgets, and 
contributed to their 
deliverables,”says 
Alice, who com- 
pared the experi- 
ence to that of a 
baby elephant 
learning to stand 
on its own. 

Arbor Day Foun- 
dation’s award to 
ACER under the 
TD Green Space 
programs was one 
of twenty projects 
funded across 
North America 
from a field of 


more than 400 
competitive sub- 
missions. 

In Aug. 2019 
studies  showe 
that emergency re- 
sponses were the 
heaviest in areas 
with low _ tree 
canopies, suggest- 
ing the environ- 
ment has an impact 
on well-being and 
community health. 

Further studies 
by stakeholders 
showed that higher 
policing incidents, 
and disproportion- 
ately higher resi- 
dency of recent 
immigrants and 


lowest decile in- 
come were tied to 
these same areas. 

In Aug.2020, Peel 
Public Health data 
for COVID-19 case- 
load by postal code 
showed that the 
same low-canopy 
planting areas were 
most at risk. 

Seein this 
ACER field tested 
its pandemic com- 
munity tree plant- 
ing protocol with 
conservation au- 
thority and refor- 
estation experts. 

The initiative has 
helped to support 
volunteers and 


“budding” tree 
planters from 
throughout the 
community. ACER 
solution ap- 
proached __ faith 
communities, 
schools, parent 
councils, and em- 
bedded service and 
settlement agen- 
cies such as Boys 
and Girls Club of 
Peel. 

As a result, the 
stalwart eight vol- 
unteers who 
showed up on Oct. 
7 were more than 
doubled to a total 
of 25 on Oct. 17. 
The response was 


¥, 


wey 


so high that a sec- 
ond Spring Creek 
Cleaning event was 
held in tandem, 
with additional vol- 
unteer support. 

The _ volunteers 
learned valuable 
skills and made 
formidable connec- 
tions, and the or- 

anization is 
ooking to future 
events to support 
the initiative. 

Let’s keep our eye 
on the prize, with 
respect to federal 
issues. 


"A X 
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Mississauga man nabbed 
after firearm seized 


A31 year-old 
Mississauga man 
is under arrest in 
connection with a 
seized handgun 
and drugs, police 


revealed this 
week. 
Officers from the 


Specialized En- 
forcement Bureau 
said Monday that 
the charges were 
laid in connection 
with a search war- 
rant conducted at 
a residence on 
Colonial Drive this 
past Sunday. 

A search re- 
vealed a loaded 
9mm _ handgun 


and ammunition, 
along with a quan- 
tity of purple Fen- 
tanyl. 

Everol Timoll, of 
Mississauga, was 
revealed to be a 


parolee from a 
2015 firearm con- 
viction, and was 
charged with mul- 
tiple offences, in- 
c lw da nm 


unauthorized pos- 
session of a 
weapon, one 


count of posses- 
sion with intent to 
traffic, one count 
of property ob- 
tained by crime 
and one count of 
tampering with a 
serial number on a 
firearm. 

Timoll appeared 
for a bail nine 
in Brampton court 
on Oct. 26. 

Residents with 
additional infor- 
mation are asked 
to call police at 
(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3515. 


Online Art 
Workshops for South 
Asian Seniors In: 


- MUSIC 


- DANCE 


- VISUAL 
ARTS 


Oct. 29, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 11 


Charges laid after 
attempted carjacking 
in Brampton 


Two men have 
been charged in 
connection with 
an attempted car- 
jacking this past 
weekend, police 
have revealed. 

Investigators 
from Peel Police’s 
Central Robbery 
Bureau said the 
charges were laid 
in connection 
with an incident 
that occurred on 
Oct. 25 at 1:50, in 
the Mississauga 
Road and Steeles 
Avenue area in 
Brampton. 

The victim 
parked his vehi- 
cle at a gas sta- 
tion in the area, 
and was con- 
fronted by the 
two men outside 
the vehicle, one 
armed with a 
knife. 

They made a de- 
mand for his 
keys, and a strug- 
gle ensued. They 
were not success- 
ful in obtaining 


the truck keys 
and fled on foot. 
Th victim did not 
sustain any phys- 
ical injuries. 

Authorities later 
located the two 
suspects the fol- 
lowing morning, 
around 2:20 a.m. 
in a nearby com- 
mercial business. 

25 year-old 
Manjot Singh and 
20 year-old 
Shivam Miglani, 
both of Bramp- 
ton, were each 
charged with one 
count of robbery. 

They appeared 
in Brampton 
court for a bail 
hearing on Oct. 
26. 

Anyone with ad- 
ditional informa- 
tion regarding 
the incident is 
asked to contact 
investigators in 
the Central Rob- 
bery Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3410. 


Bank robber pinched 
after series of robberies 


It’s the case of 
the not-so- 
sticky bandit. 

The robber be- 
hind a pair of 
thefts at local 
banks in 
Brampton was 
arrested earlier 
this month, po- 
lice revealed 
earlier this 
week. 

Investigators 
from the Cen- 
tral Robbery 
Bureau said the 
arrest was made 
in connection 
with the rob- 
beries, the first 
of which oc- 
curred on Oct. 
16, around 2:30 


im, aloe 
McLaughlin 
Road and Bo- 
vaird Drive 
area. 

The — suspect 


entered a bank 
in the area and 

roduced a 

andwritten 
note demanding 
money. The 
teller complied 


and turned over 
an unknown 
amount of cur- 
rency before the 
robber fled on 
foot. 

Five days 
later, on Oct. 21, 
the same _ sus- 
pect conducted 
the same behav- 
iour at a bank in 
the Highway 50 
and Fogal Road 
area, again es- 
caping. 

Authorities 
later discovered 
the — suspect’s 
identity after an 
investigation, 
and arrested 25 
year-old Gaurav 


Jassal, of 
Brampton. 
Jassal was 
charged with 
two counts of 
robbery and 


wearing a dis- 
guise with in- 
tent. ie 
appeared in 
Brampton court 
on Oct, 22 to 
answer to the 
charges. 
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Peel nets $9 million in social relief funding 


The region’s 
most vulnerable 
residents will ben- 
efit from a new 
round of social re- 
lief funding, the 


province an- 
nounced Wednes- 
day. 


More than $9 
million is being 
invested in Peel to 
help support 
homeless resi- 
dents, via relief 
funding for per- 
sonal protective 
equipment, hotel 
overflow costs, 
food, drop-in 
services and more. 
The announce- 
ment was made 
by Mississauga 


East-Cooksville 


MPP Kaleed 
Rasheed, who also 
indicated that the 
funding includes 
capital funds to 
establish a new 
emergency family 
shelter and pro- 
vide upgrades to 


existing shelter fa- 
cilities. 
“Our  govern- 


ment is investing 
in important proj- 
ects like this to 
help protect our 
most vulnerable 
citizens from 
COVID-19,” said 
Rasheed, 

“We're working 
hand in hand with 
our partners to 
make sure they 
have the tools and 


Young Lipa 
Pitch COnfercncc 


flexibilit they 
need to keep peo- 
ple safe.” 


The funding is 
part of a $510 mil- 
lion package being 
delivered 
throughout the 
province to pro- 
tect vulnerable 
residents, via the 
Social Services 
Relief Fund. 

The funding will 
also help support 
homeless shelter 
staff and resi- 
dents, creating or 
eta | over 
1,500 ousing 
units, expanding 
rent support pro- 
grams and creat- 
ing longer-term 
housing solutions. 


CANADIAN SMALL BUSINESS WOMEN 
IN COLLABORATION WITH VOLITION 
PRESENTS 


Nearly $6 mil- 
lion in funding 
was given to Peel 
agencies and serv- 
ices through the 
first phase of sup- 
port from the So- 
cial Services Relief 
Fund, said 
Streetsville MPP 
Nina Tangri. 

“This has been a 
difficult year for 
all of us, but espe- 
cially for our most 
vulnerable. This 
will funding will 
ensure that those 
in need get the 
supports they re- 
quire and deserve 
both immediately 
and in the longer- 
term.” 


Wai 
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Central Library to be 
renamed for Hazel 


As a former 
Mayor’s 100th 
birthday ap- 


proaches, she will 
have a dedication 
made in her name - 
this time, for Missis- 
sauga’s biggest li- 
brary. 

Mississauga coun- 
cil approved a re- 
quest to rename 
Central Library in 
honour of Hazel Mc- 
Callion, the long- 
time former Mayor 


and community 
champion of the 
city. 


The motion, raised 
by Ward 6 Council- 
lor Ron Starr, would 
see the name be un- 
veiled on Hazel’s 
100th birthday, to 
be held on Feb. 14, 
2021. 

“Tm pleased that 
well be renaming 
our soon-to-be ren- 
ovated library in ho- 
nour of former 
Mayor, Hazel Mc- 
Callion, to mark her 
100th birthday. 


Hazel served the 
Mississauga 


com- 


Af AG 


munity for more 
than 50 years and 
presided over an in- 
credible transforma- 
tion that saw 
Mississauga grow 
into a vibrant, pros- 
perous and thriving 
world-class _ city,” 
said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 

McCallion served 
the city for 53 years 
as Reeve and Mayor 
of Streetsville, and 
as Councillor and 
Mayor of the city. 

She has received 
numerous awards, 
including induction 
as a Member of the 
Order of Canada, 
the Order of On- 
tario, the Queen’s 
Golden and Dia- 
mond Jubilee 
Medals, an Hon- 
ourary Doctor of 
Laws from the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, 
the Key to the City of 
Mississauga, and 
many other national 
and international 
awards and distinc- 
tions. 


S VOLITION 


Is the U.S. presidential election the most tasteless in history? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The coveted U.S. 


presidential _elec- 
tion is entering the 
final stretch. 

Voting ends on 
Nov. 3. However, 
with the presiden- 
tial election, mem- 
bers of the U.S. 
Congress, state as- 
semblies, mayors of 
various cities and 
many other bodies 
will be taking a 
place, but the eyes 
of the world are on 
two men. 

The presidential 
election is likely to 
have political and 
economic implica- 
tions, not only 
within the U.S., but 
throughout the 
world. That is why 
countries around 
the globe are watch- 
ing the U.S. elec- 
tions so closely. 

For the past three 
or four months, the 
U.S. election cam- 

aign has been in 
ull swing. But the 
shadow of the 
COVID-19 epidemic 
is eal overshad- 
owed by these elec- 
tions. 

It is also under- 
stood that major 
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national and inter- 
national issues have 
always been de- 
bated in previous 

residentia de- 

ates, and the im- 
pact of such cases 
on the election has 
been evident. 

But this time, 
there were no major 
national or interna- 
tional issues in the 
U.S. presidential 
election. Incumbent 
President Donald 
Trump's failure to 
combat COVID-19 
is a significant prob- 
lem. In the past few 
months, Trump has 
been accused of 
blaming China and 
the World Health 
Organization rather 
than curbing 
theepidemic. | He 
prioritizes publicity 
and has never taken 
COVID-19 seri- 
ously. 

Democratic candi- 
date Joe Biden has 
been raising the 
issue in his cam- 
paign. 

But looking at the 
overall election sce- 
nario, it is also clear 
that important na- 
tional and interna- 
tional issues are 
absent in the presi- 
dential debates this 
time, and the entire 
campaign is focused 
on criticizing each 
other on minor is- 
sues. 


Donald Trump's 
"America, for Amer- 
icans" slogan used 
in the last election 
does not seem to be 
very useful this 
time. A US court 
has overturned a 
Trump administra- 
tion ban on H-1B 


visas. 

Several courts 
have overturned 
Trump's _drastic 
measures in the 


past. As a result, 
Trump's image as a 
strict administrator 
has never been al- 
lowed to succeed in 
the U.S. courts. 

Public debate is 
considered an im- 
portant and mean- 
ingful tradition in 
the U.S. presiden- 
tial election. But 
this time, it also 
seems _ traditional 
that it has become 
just a ritual. 

The first of three 
public debates dur- 
ing the presidential 
election took place. 
But the discussion 
has not been able to 
boost American vot- 
ers, nor has it been 
able to advance a 
single candidate. 

However, opinion 
polls suggest 
Trump's side has re- 
mained low. During 
the second public 
debate, Donald 
Trump was isolated 
after falling victim 


to COVID-19. The 
organizers asked 
him to participate in 
the discussion 
through a_ virtual 
conference, but 
Trump refused. 

Therefore, the sec- 
ond debate could 
not occur, and the 
third and economic 
public debate took 
place last week, 
with strategic “mut- 
ing” done to allow 
each candidate to 
speak without argu- 
ing over one an- 
other. 

In the current 
election campaign, 
Trump has _ been 
continuously trying 
to portray himself 
as a strong candi- 
date. But this image 
of him doesnot 


seem to have 
emerged. 

At the interna- 
tional level, 
Trump's plan to 
blockade China over 
the coronavirus 


does not seem to 
have had much suc- 
cess. 

Trump also failed 
to raise the issue of 
lifting the USS. 
economy out of re- 
cession and pre- 
venting China from 
interfering in the 
U.S. economy. 

However, in re- 
cent months, they 
have been working 
hard to mobilize 


around the world on 
these issues. 

Democratic candi- 
date Joe Biden has 
not been able to 
project the image of 
a strong leader. The 
Democratic Party, 
however, is fully 
united behind him. 
But they are also far 
behind in launching 
fast-paced cam- 
paigns and raising 
issues. 

Just as the elec- 
tion of Barack 
Obama raised the 
issue of lifting the 
United States out of 
the recession and 
out of a war-torn 
past, this time, 
Biden could do no 
such thing. 

Even the 
Afghanistan and 
Iran issues seem to 
have gone too shal- 
low levels. 

In this way, we 
can say that due to 
the slow and cold 
election campaign, 
there is not much 
enthusiasm or en- 
thusiasm among the 
American people. 

Due to the disap- 
pearance or trivial- 
ization of 
international issues 
in the U.S. presi- 
dential election, this 
election is not con- 
sidered necessary in 
the world. 

In recent times, 
Russia, China and 


European countries 
have taken the U.S. 
presidential _ elec- 
tion very seriously. 
But this time, it 
seems that since 
there are no inter- 
national issues in 
the election, it does 
not seem to have 
much global signifi- 
cance. 

In this election, we 
can say that the 
issue of COVID-19 
can play an impor- 
tant role. 
Trump’s 
and his reactions 
not going to take 
him nowhere. 

But Democratic 
nominee Joe Biden 
does not seem to be 
taking much inter- 
est in raising the 
issue. 

The uncertainty 
that is currently lin- 
gering in the run-u 
to the presidentia 
election is unprece- 
dented. 

That is why no 
party is coming for- 
ward to make a big 
claim of_ victory 
until the last mo- 
ment, nor are the 
candidates making 
excessive victory 
claims. 

This is probably 
the ficklest and 
issue-free election 
in the history of the 
U.S. _ presidential 
election. 


Calgary-based energy company pulls offices out of Peel, Halton 


A Calgary- 
based energy 
company an- 
nounced plans 
earlier this 
week to move 
its offices from 
Peel and Hal- 
ton-based loca- 
tions. 

Suncor, which 
operates a 
major office 
building near 
the Sheridan 
Park district, in 
Mississauga’s 
south end, said 
that it would be 
moving its of- 
fices, both in 


the city andina 
Separate 
Oakville office 
space, to Cal- 


ary. 
The offices 
represent the 


core of the com- 
pany’s refining 
division and 
marketing 
group, via the 
Petro-Canada 
brand. 

The move is 
expected to im- 
pact up to 700 
employees, a 
fact confirmed 
by the company 
on Monday, 


with plans for 
the transfer to 
gradually occur 
over the course 
of the next year. 
In a_- state- 
ment, a Suncor 
spokesperson 
said the deci- 
sion to move 


“supports work 


to ensure Sun- 
cor remains 
competitive for 
the long term 
and we see an 
opportunity for 
our down- 
stream business 
to be more effi- 
cient, effective, 
and integrated 


es 


with the rest of 
Suncor." 
Responding to 
the news, Mis- 
sissauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crom- 


bie said this 
week that she 
was “disap- 


pointed” by the 


announcement, 


and that Suncor 
has been a 
strong member 
of the Missis- 
sauga commu- 
nity and we 
have been 
proud to share 
a productive re- 
lationship for 
many years.” 


a yb, 


WEEKLY 
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Brampton-based self storage company makes major mask donation 


by Alex Gregory 


A GTA-based 
self-storage com- 
pany with roots in 
Brampton an- 
nounced plans this 
month to make 
over one million 
face masks avail- 
able to local chari- 
ties. 

DYMON Self 
Storage, which op- 
erates a facility in 
Brampton and 
other sites 
throughout the re- 
gion, said late last 
week that the 
mask donation 


would made_ to 
help combat the 
spread of COVID- 
19, via distribution 
to frontline work- 
ers, clients of 
charities and com- 
munity groups. 
"Like everyone, 
we are very con- 
cerned with the 
rise in COVID-19 
cases across the 
GTA and want to 
ensure the health 
and safety of vul- 
nerable people 


within our com- 
munity by provid- 


ing commercial 
grade face masks," 
said Glen Luck- 
man, CEO of 
DYMON. "(This) is 
a reflection of our 
corporate commit- 
ment to philan- 
thropy and our 
pledge to donate 
50% of profits and 
50% of our value 
creation to charity 
over time." 

The commercial 
grade face masks 
are available, and 
are ready to be de- 
livered immedi- 


ately, the company 
said in a state- 
ment. 

So far, more than 
100,000 masks 
have been donated 
to over 40 commu- 
nity and charitable 
organizations in 
Ottawa, and the 
GTA initiative is 
an expansion of 
the company’s 
plans. 

The face masks 
are individually 
packaged and have 
a five-layer con- 
struction designed 


wé 


a 


to filter at least 95 
per cent of parti- 
cles to help reduce 
the exposure to 
airborne contami- 


nants, including 
the COVID-19 
Coronavirus. 


"As a community 
partner, it is es- 
sential that we 
take collective and 
decisive action to 
fight the  pan- 
demic," added 
Brent Wilson, the 
president of 
DYMON. 

"Wearing a certi- 


fied DYMON face 
mask is a critical 
preventative 
measure that we 
can all undertake 
to slow and stop 
the spread _ of 
COVID-19, partic- 
ularly when used 
universally 
throughout our 
community." 
Charities or com- 
munity organiza- 
tions can contact 
DYMON at (416) 
844-3874 to re- 
quest masks. 


Region’s first Community Safety and Well-Being Plan a go 


A framework 
driving well-being 
and safety in Peel 
Region has re- 
ceived the green- 
light. 

Regional coun- 
cillors approved 
Peel’s inaugural 
Community Safety 
and Well-Being 
(CSWB) Plan last 
week, which aims 
to drive collective 
action through a 
roadmap that will 
increase _ safety 
and inclusion. 

“As our work 
shifts from plan- 
ning to action, we 
must continue 
giving voice to 
community 


knowledge and 
experiences 
through a broad, 
inclusive effort so 
that, together, we 
will make a differ- 
ence in building 
safe, equitable 
and connected 
communities 
across Peel,” said 
Nancy Polsinelli, 
co-chair of the 
CSWB System 
Leadership Table 
and Commis- 
sioner of Health 
Services. 

The plan was de- 
veloped in consul- 
tation with 
residents of the 
community, along 
with 25 organiza- 


tions representing 
some of the re- 
gion’s key social 
sectors. 

The inaugural 
plan includes a 
roadmap to tackle 
several key issues, 
including family 
violence, systemic 
discrimination, 
mental health and 
addictions. 

The move to en- 
dorse the plan fol- 
lows an initiative 
earlier this fall 
that will see police 
officers pair with a 
crisis worker from 
Canadian Mental 
Health  Associa- 
tion — Peel Duf- 
ferin to address 


911 calls for men- 
tal health crises. 
Local councillors 
praised the plan, 
saying it would 
address long- 
standing issues in 
the community. 
“As Caledon con- 
tinues to grow, it 
is crucial that we 
have a plan in 
place that helps 
break down barri- 
ers and supports 
those most in 
need,” said re- 
gional councillor 
Johanna Downey. 
“By bringing all 
community part- 
ners to the table, 
the plan will en- 
sure that we are 


—o- 


working together 
towards a com- 
mon goal.” 

In the coming 
weeks, local part- 
ners will formally 
sign a commit- 
ment to drive the 
plan forward. A 
campaign will also 
launch next 
month to raise 
awareness on 
family and _ inti- 
mate partner vio- 
lence. 

“Supported and 
empowered fami- 
lies, responsive 
services, mean- 
ingful opportuni- 
ties for children 
and youth, and 
the elimination of 


systemic discrimi- 
nation - these are 
all critical ingredi- 
ents for a healthy 
and inclusive 
community. We 
are honoured to 
work alongside 
the over 25 com- 
munity organiza- 
tions... and we 
remain committed 
to collective ac- 
tion,” said Rav 
Bains, CEO of Peel 
Children’s Aid. 
For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
CSWB website at 
peelregion.ca/co 
mmunity-safety- 
wellbeing-plan. 
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Province boosts action on key infrastructure projects in Peel 


That big con- 
struction project 
may be coming to 

our neighbour- 

ood a bit sooner 
than expected. 

The province an- 
nounced plans last 
week to accelerate 
the construction of 
transit networks 
and _ affordable 
housing through a 
new bill, it was an- 
nounced late last 
week. 

The proposed 
legislation, which 
was announced by 
Premier Doug 
Ford and Trans- 
portation Minister 
Caroline Mulroney 
in Mississauga last 
week, would see 
barriers reduced 
for the planning, 
design and con- 
struction of major 


infrastructure 
projects in the 
GTA, and acceler- 
ate the growth of 
transit-oriented 
communities. 
“(This) proposed 
legislation is an- 
other building 
block in our made- 
in-Ontario plan 
for growth, re- 
newal and long- 
term recovery," 
said Ford. "It's ab- 
solutely critical to 
lay this ground- 
work to ensure in- 
frastructure 
projects can take 
off without any 
further delays. 
These are projects 
that will create 
good jobs across 
the province, en- 
sure communities 
are better con- 
nected by road 


and transit, and 
contribute to a 
strong economic 
recovery for every 
part of our 
province." 

Red tape and 
costly delays are 
the biggest hurdle 
to building infra- 
structure projects, 
said Mulroney. 

"Through these 
proposed meas- 
ures, we're getting 
shovels in the 
ground more 
quickly on trans- 
portation projects 
that will improve 
the lives of Ontar- 
ians right across 
the province." 

The proposed re- 
covery bill would 
also work to mod- 
ernize policies and 
reduce risk and 
costs, along with 


BBOT Award Winners Announced 


by Alex Gregory 

Key businesses 
and _—_—organiza- 
tions in Bramp- 
ton were 
honoured for 
their commit- 
ment to re- 
silience and 
entrepreneurship 
last week during 
the (Brampton 
Board of Trade’s 
2020 Business 
Excellence 
Awards. 

The annual 
event, which took 
place online this 
year due to the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic, saw recip- 
ients from across 
the city recog- 
nized for their 
business support 
and spirit over 
the past year. 

“Although we 
may not have 
been together in 
person, the cele- 
bration was not 
lackine,” a 
spokesperson 
from BBOT said 
last week. “The 


excitement was 
evident from the 
moment the 
event began, and 
we are so thank- 
ful for your en- 
gagement with us 
from the comfort 
of your homes.” 
William E. 
Johnston of 
Bramgate Auto- 
motive was rec- 
ognized as the 
Business Person 
of the Year. John- 
ston passed away 


suddenly last 
week, and was 
recognized by 
BBOT and the 


business commu- 
nity for his long- 
time support of 
local initiatives 
and causes. 

Other award re- 
cipients included: 

. Advanced 
Manufacturing 
(Coca-Cola _ Bot- 
tling Ltd.) 

International 

Trade (The 
Stevens Com- 
pany) 


- Retail (Flower- 
town Laundry & 
Dry Cleaners) 

: Logistics 
(Amazon) 

- Business Serv- 
ices (Deloitte Pri- 
vate) 

Innovation 
(Dynacare) 

Community 
Impact - Not for 
Profit (Eri- 


nOakKids) 
Community 
Impact -_ For 


Profit (Math thru 
Music) 

- Healthy Work- 
place (PLASP 
Child Care Serv- 
ices) 

- Food & Bever- 
age (Segovia Cof- 
fee) 

- Life Sciences 
(Canadian Blood 
Services) 

- Arts & Culture 
(Peel Art Gallery 
Museum 
Archives) 

- Chair's Award 
-(Sri Krishnan) 


encouraging com- 
petitive bidding 
associated with 
transit projects. 

A number of ad- 
ditional measures 
were announced 


and support for 
private-sector in- 
vestments to fund 
and accelerate 
broadband expan- 
sion in local com- 
munities. 


post a link to the 
bill on the Envi- 
ronmental Reg- 
istry of Ontario for 
a 30-day comment 
period and, if re- 
quired, would pro- 


at last week’s news 
conference, _in- 


cluding additional 
supports for long- 
term care facilities 


Following intro- 
duction of the act, 
the Ministry of 
Transportation 
said it intends to 


vide additional 
opportunities for 
public engage- 
ment. 


New Community Youth Hubs on Deck 


in Brampton 


Brampton youths aged 
14 to 29 can now register 
for a workshop to have 
their say in creating two 
dedicated Community 
Youth Hubs in Brampton. 

The city said Tuesday 
that it is converting two 
spaces at recreation cen- 
tres into Community 
Youth Hubs, offering 
youth-specific programs, 
services and activities to 
best support young people 
across the city. 

Brampton’s thriving 
community of youth will 
soon have dedicated space 
at Century Gardens Recre- 
ation Centre (340 Vodden 
Street) and South 
Fletcher’s Sportsplex (500 
Ray Lawson Boulevard). 

With input from the 
City’s consultation process 
with residents and stake- 
holders, the design 
process will begin in Win- 
ter 2021. 

Funding for the Youth 
Hubs will be provided 
through the City of 
Brampton 2020-2022 
capital budget ($5.85M) 


and Region of Peel 2020 
capital budget ($6.0M). 

A series of virtual youth 
workshops will be held on 
Nov. 10, 12 and 19, at 7 
p-m., for interested partic- 
ipants to have their say on 
designing and program- 
ming the hubs. 

The first 50 registrants 
for each workshop date 
will get a free Brampton 
Recreation pass, which 
can be used to attend a 
swim, skate or fitness pro- 
gram. All participants who 
attend a workshop will be 
entered to win an annual 
fitness membership. For 
more information, visit 
brampton.ca/recreation. 

“Engaging with youth in 
Brampton is key to ensur- 
ing we continue to meet 
their needs and set them 
up for success now and 
later in life,” said Wards 1 
and 5 regional councillor 
Rowena Santos. 
“The Community Youth 
Hubs will play a signifi- 
cant role in our young 
people’s health and well- 
being.” 
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The 2020 U.S. Presidential Election - Who Will Win? 


by Vidya Gopaul 


The US election is 
approaching fast 
and furious. 

The incumbent, 
Donald Trump, the 
President of the 
United States, and 
the hopeful leader of 
Democratic Party, 
Joe Biden, both are 
pleading to their re- 
spective and swing 
voters to vote for 
them. 

At the end, only 
one of them will be- 
come the President 
of the United States 
of America in 2020. 

I have been watch- 
ing this election very 
closely. After two 
presidential debates 
and town hall meet- 
ings, both have not 
been able to move 
the needle to gain 
more swing votes. 

Each has covered 
their base voters 
pretty securely. 
However, Biden is 
leading Trump in 
double digits na- 
tionally, according 
to the political pun- 
dits. 

Having said that, it 
seems Trump is at 
least a bit worried 
about lagging be- 
hind Biden in the 
polls. Either he is 
very tough or play- 


ing the denial card. 

It is a déja-vu sce- 
nario of 2016 elec- 
tion, when Hillary 
Clinton was ahead 
of Donald Trump in 
the poll by double 
digits leading up to 
the election and 
then lost it. 

Can that history 
repeat again? 
Maybe or maybe 
not. 

Maybe - because 
Trump is the incum- 
bent. I always say, 
"You win an election 
not because you are 
good, but because 
your opponent is 
weak." Maybe not - 
because he will try 
to play or is playing 
the career politician 
card, namely, he is 
saying, "Look, I am 
not your regular ca- 
reer politician. I am 
just an ordinary guy 
who just want to 
make a difference. I 
do not have the high 
power celebrities, 
such as Lady Gaga, 
Jennifer Lopez, 
Bruce Springsteen, 
Matt Damon, 
George Clooney and 
Katy Perry - who 
supported Hillary 
Clinton." 

Barack Obama, his 
wife and Bill Clinton 


were really pushing 
all the right buttons 
to discredit Trump 
and encourage peo- 


ple to vote for 
Hillary Clinton. 
Remember _ that 


memorable phrase 
Michelle Obama 
used, "When they go 
low, we go high." 
Well, all that did not 
matter at all, be- 
cause Trump won 
that election at the 
end. 

Then in 2016, all 
the political pundits 
forecasted that the 
election was in the 
bag for Clinton, 
hands down. But 
they were wrong 
one hundred per- 
cent. 

Clinton was so 
sure she would win 
the election that she 
never bothered to 
prepare a speech to 
concede the elec- 
tion. 

Instead, she only 
had a victory speech 
prepared, and that 
was why she con- 
ceded that election 
after two days. 

Once again, a very 
similar scenario is 
playing out in this 
2020 US election. 
The same Barack 
Obama and his wife 


are campaigning on 
behalf of Joe Biden. 
The same high-pow- 
ered celebrities, 
Lady Gaga, Jennifer 
Lopez, and George 
Clooney, are all sup- 
porting Joe Biden. 

Now, it is very 
ironic that they are 
the same _ people 
who supported and 
touted Americans to 
vote for Hillary Clin- 
ton to propel her to 
the seat of the Pres- 
ident of the United 
States (and lost the 
election), as they are 
doing it again for 
Joe Biden. Will it 
make a difference? 

Even now in the 
same scenario, the 
political pundits are 
betting that Biden 
has this election in 
the bag because he 
is leading in the poll 
by double digits, as 
they predicted in 
2016 election. 

I have a feeling 
that the silent ma- 
jority who is sup- 
porting Trump just 
might pull off a sur- 
prise for him. 

If his base voters 
vote for him, he just 
might win this elec- 
tion. In the U.S., the 
electoral college sys- 
tem of electing a 


president is a very 
different ball game. 

If in a state, a 
party wins the ma- 
jority of the votes, 
the winner gets the 
entire pool of votes. 
Hence, Trump just 
has to get 50 + 1 
votes in any state 
and he will get the 
entire block of votes. 

At the end of the 
day, voters have 
look at both candi- 
dates and judge who 
is more genuine - 
Trump or Biden? 

Who is doing for 
the country and not 
for the party? As 
you all know, not all 
the members of the 
establishment of 
Republican Party 
are on the side of 
Trump, via the likes 
of Mitt Romney, 
Susan Collins and 
Lisa Murkowski. 

On the other hand, 
Biden is supported 
by all of his entire 
Democratic party 
because he is work- 
ing for the party and 
not for the country, 
the United States of 
America. 

And so for Biden 
to say he will be a 


president for all 
Americans, think 
again. 


If he is saying this 
genuinely from his 
heart, then it will for 
sure resonante with 
the voters. If not, 
the results will be 
the same as it was 
for Hillary Clinton. 

In this country, 
Canada, the first 
time Justin Trudeau 
contended for the 
Prime Minister's job 
for Canada, he 
surely showed he 
was working for the 
country, and I for 
once believed him. 

But as the years 
went by, he shifted 
his attention to 
work only for his 
party, and scandal 
after scandal, he lost 
the trust of the 
Canadians. 

As a result, in the 
2019 federal elec- 
tion, he only 
achieved a minority 
government. What 
does that tell you? 

He is for himself, 
for his friends and 
for his party and not 
for the _ entire 
Canada. 

As for the US elec- 
tion, we will see 
whether history will 
repeat itself this 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 
2020. 

Stay tuned! 


New digital technologies aim to help businesses during the pandemic 


The City of Missis- 
sauga’s Digital Serv- 
ice Squad (DSS) is 
back again to help 
small businesses 
thrive in Missis- 
sauga, it was an- 
nounced last week. 

Made possible 
through a $67,500 
grant awarded to the 
City by the Ontario 
Business Improve- 
ment Area Associa- 
tion (OBIAA), the 
Squad will support 
the digital transfor- 
mation of local main 
street businesses 
through the adoption 
of digital tools and 
technologies. 

“We know many of 
our small businesses 
have faced difficul- 
ties due to the 


COVID-19 pan- 
demic. I'd like to 
thank the federal and 
provincial govern- 
ments, and OBIAA 
for this grant, which 
couldn’t have come 
at a better time to 
help Mississauga 
businesses become 
more tech-savvy, re- 
main versatile and 
competitive,” said 
Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. “Our local busi- 


nesses are the 
backbone of our 
community. “This 


grant will help give 
them in recovering 
from the impacts of 
the pandemic - 
which is critical now 
to help them increase 
sales locally and be 
competitive _ glob- 


ally.” 

Funding for the 
grant was provided 
by FedDev Ontario, a 
federal program. 
Made up of five digi- 
tal technology spe- 
cialists, the DSS will 
help main street 
small businesses this 
fall and winter in 
Mississauga’s Busi- 
ness Improvement 
Areas (BIA). 

The Squad will 
achieve this by focus- 
ing on digital assess- 
ments, building an 
online brand, attract- 
ing clients, market- 
ing and selling their 
products through the 
use of digital tools 
and technology, and 
seeking support from 
the BIAs to reach 


their members and 
local BIA businesses. 
“The COVID-19 
pandemic hit On- 
tario’s main streets 
hard, so Digital Main 
Street (DMS) is 
needed more than 
ever,” said Kay 
Matthews, Executive 
Director of OBIAA. 
“We know _ that 
businesses that par- 
ticipated in Digital 
Main Street last year 
were better able to 
cope when the pan- 
demic hit. By helping 
main street small 
businesses enhance 
their digital pres- 
ence, we want them 
to be able to embrace 
the latest technolo- 
gies and benefit from 
the expertise of the 


—o- 


Digital Service 
Squad. We hope this 
grant gives them this 
opportunity to pre- 
pare and flourish 
well into the future.” 

The Squad _pro- 
gram will be deliv- 
ered though the 
Mississauga __ Busi- 
ness Enterprise Cen- 
tre (MBEC) under 
the City’s Economic 
Development Office 
(EDO). MBEC pro- 
vides guidance and 
support to help indi- 
viduals start and 
grow their small 
business, including: 

- free business in- 
formation and guid- 
ance 

- low cost business 
seminars and work- 
shops 


- low cost online 
business courses 

- training and men- 
torship programs 

- young entrepre- 
neur program 

“The MBEC and 
our Economic Devel- 
opment Office are 
excited to again run 
the Digital Main 
Street program in 
Mississauga. After an 
incredibly successful 
program in 2019, we 
feel providing digital 
support to our small 
businesses is more 
important now than 
ever, especially given 
the impacts’ of 
COVID-19,” said 
Bonnie Brown, Di- 
rector, Economic De- 
velopment. 
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Resilience in Business - A Story of Entrepreneurship 


by Dwania Peele, Canadian Small Business Women 


It’s October... a 
month special to me 
for many reasons. 

It’s my _ birthday 
month, Breast Can- 
cer Awareness 
Month, and also the 
month I started my 
very first chemo 
treatment in 2019. 

I thought it would 
be fitting to share 
my story of re- 
silience with you 
today. 

As an entrepre- 
neur, we are every- 


thing to our 
businesses. We are 
the janitor, the 


admin, the CEO, the 
Marketing Expert 
and whatever addi- 
tional titles required. 

So when there is a 
moment in your en- 
trepreneurial jour- 
ney when you are 
sick, it can really 
turn your business 
upside down. 

When I received 
my diagnosis of 
Breast Cancer, I had 
to take a step back 
and analyze how I, 
along with my com- 
pany, would win this 
battle. 

While going 
through this process, 
here are some les- 
sons I learned as an 
entrepreneur going 


through what most 
would call a crisis. 

- Taking care of 
your health is para- 
mount! 

- Having a business 
continuity plan is 
important for every 
business no matter 
the size 

- It is important to 
share your story - 
not necessarily in 
full - with your net- 
work. While sharing 
your story, attach it 
to a call to action. 
Maybe include a link 
toa charity affiliated 
with your crisis. 

- Accept offers of 
help from business 
partners or affiliates 
who you can trust 

- Learn the power 
of saying NO. 

- Protect your men- 
tal health at all cost! 

The past year has 
been incredibly diffi- 
cult for us here at 
Canadian Small 
Business Women. 
We had to shift. Shift 
with the news of the 
diagnosis and shift 
with the pandemic. 

I feel I have been 
tested as an entre- 

reneur, and as a 

uman. 

Finding the testi- 
mony, the lesson, 
the answer to the 


“why me” has helped 
me push _ through 
and has confirmed a 
few things that I 
often share with my 
clients. 

We are much 
stronger than we 
give ourselves credit 
for! 

- If our business 
can survive a crisis, 
then there should be 
no excuses going 
forward! 

- Look for the les- 
son in every crisis 
that you face. 

- When. shifting 
your goals, look at 
the bigger picture, 
but plan in bite sized 
chunks. 

With this in mind, 
how do you plan on 
finishing off 2020? 

Hopefully with a 
BANG! Let us not 
let the pandemic de- 
fine us. Let’s find 
ways to shift in our 
businesses to win. 

Start planning for 
2021. If you are in 
limbo about the 
“how” when setting 

our goals or if you 

ave been procrasti- 
nating and making 
excuses for not 
achieving your goals, 
or if you are that 

erson who always 

eels like there is a 


hurdle you cannot 
cross, then let me 
help you. 

We _ have opened 
up a few spots in our 
Group Accountabil- 


ity Program! 

Check us out at 
canadiansmallbusi- 
nesswomen.ca for 
more info! 

Let’s win and crush 
goals together! 


Canadian Small 
Business Women 
was established in 
2013 by Dwania 
Peele. 


It was created as a 
place for aspiring 
and current Cana- 
dian entrepreneurs 
to find the necessary 
resources to take 
their businesses to 
the next level. 

Dwania Peele is a 
lover of entrepre- 
neurship, volunteer- 
ing and networking. 
A Chemist and Polit- 
ical Scientist by 


training and educa- 
tion but an entre- 
preneur at heart, 
Dwania has started 
two successful busi- 


nesses since 2008. 

Dwania appears 
in a guest speaker 
or panelist capacity 
at various events to 
provide valuable in- 
formation to those 
in need. 

Dwania also 
champions the suc- 
cess of immigrant 
entrepreneurs in her 
new book The 
Power Within: In- 
spiring Stories of 
Female Immigrant 
Entrepreneurs. 


PAMA wins prestigious business excellence award 


Peel Art Gallery 
Museum an 
Archives (PAMA) 
revealed their 
2020 Business Ex- 
cellence Awar 
earlier this week, 
which was re- 
ceived during a 
special online cer- 
emony. 

The art galler 
museum receive 
the Arts and Cul- 
ture award from 
the Brampton 
Board of Trade, 
which hosted the 
event, in recogni- 
tion of their efforts 
to positively im- 
pact the arts com- 
munity in the city. 

The award was 
accepted at a vir- 
tual event by 
PAMA Manager, 
Rene Nand who 


noted, “this past 
year has been in- 
credibly unprece- 
dented and a 
major shift to the 
way that arts and 
culture are deliv- 
ered in Brampton 
and around the 
world. I am_ex- 
tremely proud o 
the way that the 
team at PAMA 
have been able to 
effectively pivot to 
continue vital 
work in the areas 
of online exhibi- 


tions, program- 
ming and 
collections man- 
agement.” 


We have heard 
from many in our 
community, telling 
us that our online 
offerings have pro- 
vided a much- 


needed respite in 
times when_ arts 
and culture insti- 
tutions are not 
prysicaly accessi- 
le. We commit to 
continually learn- 
ing, adapting and 
providing arts and 
culture excellence 
to our community. 
We thank_ the 
Brampton Board 
of Trade for this 
award and_ look 
forward to the 
continued growth 
of arts and culture 
in Brampton.” 


The rampton 
Board __ Business 
Excellence Awards 


recognize the sig- 
nificant accom- 
plishments of its 
members and the 
Brampton _ busi- 
ness community. 


This ear, 
William E. John- 
ston, Founder and 
President of Bram- 
gate Automotive 


Inc. was awarded 
the distinction of 
2020 Brampton 
Businessperson of 


the Year and 54 


BRAMPTON 


BOARD OF TRADE 


sol 


outstanding nomi- 
nees were cele- 
brated across 12 
categories. 
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Take Time to Remember... Remembrance Day 2020 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


The year 2020 was 
a significant year for 
our war Veterans 
and the Royal Cana- 
dian Legion, as this 
year marked the 
75th anniversary for 
several milestones 
during World War 
Il. 


May 5 was the 
75th anniversary of 
the liberation of the 
Netherlands. The 
First Canadian 
Army and the 2nd 
Canadian Corps 
played major roles 
during the fight for 
freedom in_ the 
Netherlands and 
more than 7,600 
Canadians died in 
battle. 

Many are buried 
in places of honour 
known as the Cana- 
dian War Cemeter- 
ies in Belgium and 
Germany. 

More than one 
million Canadians 
served during WW 
II (1939-1945), and 
May 8 marked the 
75th anniversary of 
the surrender of 
Germany, known as 
the Victory of Eu- 
rope (VE Day). 

On May 8, 1945, 
200,000 Canadians 


in uniform _ sta- 
tioned throughout 
Europe joined the 
allied forces in lay- 
ing down their arms 
when victory in Eu- 
rope was declared. 
The end of the war 
in the Pacific and 
the surrender that 
finally ended the 
Second World War 
occurred on Aug. 15 
— 75 years ago. 
With war finally 
over, our soldiers, 
sailors and air force 
men and women 
began to come 
home and the Royal 
Canadian Legion 
was there to offer 
them a safe haven, 
support and com- 


radery. 
75 years on, we as 
Canadians have 


done our best to ho- 
nour the memories 
of those who did not 
return home, and 
we continue to find 
ways to thank our 
Veterans who are 
still with us today. 
Since the end of 
both World War I 
and World War II, 
our military contin- 
ues to serve around 
the world in con- 
flicts, humanitarian 


missions, in times 
of disaster and in 
peacekeeping mis- 
sions. 

We have reserved 
one day each year to 
remember all those 
who choose to wear 
the uniform in de- 
fence of Canada — 


Nov. 11. 
Like all occasions 
and events that 


have had to change 
and adapt in 2020 
during the pan- 
demic, Remem- 
brance Day will also 
be different. There 
will be no_ large 
gatherings at ceno- 
taphs, in Legions or 


with Veterans 
groups, as is our 
tradition. 


The Royal Cana- 
dian Legion said in 
a recent news re- 
lease that the Na- 
t i ona 
Remembrance Day 
Ceremony 2020 will 
be a more intimate 
commemoration. 

The fact that we 
will not be able to 

articipate in a pa- 
ae La that we 
will not be able to 
gather in _ large 
crowds should not 
detract from the im- 


portance of the day. 

Our local Legions 
in Orangeville, Shel- 
burne and Alton, 
and our municipali- 
ties are working on 
ways to engage and 
encourage acts of 
remembrance in 
much smaller 
groups. It may be 
watching a service 
on TV __ (locally 
Rogers Cable will be 
broadcasting serv- 
ices) or a simple 
minute of silence in 


a 


your own home or 
at work - but there 
are ways to take the 
time and reflect on 
the sacrifice given 
by so many in the 
name of freedom, 
more than 75 years 
ago. 

The poppy cam- 
paign is going ahead 
this year and pop- 
pies will be avail- 
able (on sale from 
Oct. 30 until Nov. 
11), and I am en- 
couraging everyone 


to buy a poppy and 
make a donation to 
the poppy fund. 

The sale of pop- 
pies directly sup- 
port Veterans and 
families of Veterans 
of the Canadian 
Armed Forces and 
the RCMP, through- 
out the year. 

You will be mak- 
ing a difference in 
the lives of Veterans 
who need additional 
help. 

Lest we forget. 


MISSION @ EARTH 
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Brampton Soccer Centre nets new name, sponsorship 


New name, same 
sports programs. 

The Brampton 
Soccer Centre, lo- 
cated at 1495 San- 
dalwood Parkway 
East, will soon have 
a new name — Save 


Max Sports Centre. 
On Sep. 30, 
Brampton City 


Council approved a 
15-year agreement 
between the City of 
Brampton and Save 
Max Real Estate 
Inc. for exterior 
naming rights to 
the Brampton Soc- 
cer Centre for 
$2,512,500. 

The agreement 
was finalized ear- 
lier this month, 
and will provide a 
sustainable means 
of generating new 
revenues to offset 
costs associated 
with the operations 
and future en- 
hancements of the 
facility, said city of- 
ficials. 

“This is a signifi- 
cant step forward 
for the City and a 
substantial com- 
munity invest- 


ment,” said Mayor 
Patrick Brown. “We 
have heard from 


residents about 
finding non-tax 
revenue sources 


with minimal im- 
pact on residents. 
Sponsorship and 
naming rights is a 
new avenue of gen- 
erating revenue 
that will benefit the 
community.” 

The revenue from 
the naming rights 
will help to offset 
some of the in- 
creased costs asso- 
ciated with 
providing greater 
service to residents, 
instead of passing 
on the cost to tax- 
payers. 

The city will begin 
changing the exte- 
rior signage, as well 
as road _ signage, 
wayfinding, admin- 
istrative and pro- 
motional materials 
over the next cou- 
ple of months. 

“This investment 
is about more than 
just renaming the 
building - it is 
about opportunity 


and the ability to 
further enhance 
our amenities and 
offset some of the 
operational costs, 
instead of passing it 
on to. taxpayers. 
The additional rev- 
enue allows us to 
provide _ greater 
services to the cen- 
tre users,” said 
Wards 1 and 5 re- 
gional councillor 
Rowena Santos, 
who chairs’ the 
city’s Community 
Services board. 

Save Max will also 
be sponsoring a 
free after-school 
drop-in basketball 
program to Bramp- 
ton youth ages 10 to 
13 at the Save Max 
Sports Centre. 

The 152,000 
square foot facility 
is home to three in- 
door turf fields, a 
designated dance 
studio, and a year- 
round, state-of-the- 
art gymnasium 
equipped with 
three _ basketball 
courts that can be 
converted into a 
full-sized FIBA 


centre court. Out- 
door amenities in- 
clude sports fields, 
a basketball court, 


spray pad, and 
playground. 
New amenities 


planned for com- 
pletion this fall in- 
clude two iit 
artificial turf fields, 
a seasonal dome 
structure, a three- 
lane 60-metre run- 
ning track, and a 
pavilion. 

On average, the 
facility welcomes 


75,000 visitors 
each month. 

Raman Dua, the 
CEO and owner of 
Save Max, said that 
the city holds a very 
special place in his 
heart, having 
moved to the area 
in 2003, and that 
he was excited 
about the partner- 
ship. 

“We get very en- 
thusiastic and in- 
volved when it 
comes to our 
younger genera- 


tion. We _ believe 
that investing in 
recreational activi- 
ties plays a big role 
in youth develop- 
ment, offering a 
healthy environ- 
ment to grow. We 
feel fortunate to be 
able to give back to 
the city in this way, 
and feel that doing 
something good for 
the community 
now is also our way 
of saying Thank 
You." 


Brampton Soccer 
Centre, pictured 
below, will change 
its name to the Save 
Max Sports Centre. 
(File Photo/City of 


BATHTUB REFINISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do oe for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. THIS MEANS 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 


Brampton) 


GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 
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CONTACT : RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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McLachlan set to headline hospital’s virtual gala fundraiser 


The highly an- 
ticipated annual 
Gala Benefit Con- 
cert in support of 
William Osler 
Health System 
Foundation 
(Osler Founda- 
tion) will look a 
little different this 
year, but guests 
can still expect an 
incredible show— 
from the comfort 
of home! 

Canadian music 
icon Sarah 
McLachlan will be 
the headliner for 
the ninth annual 
concert, which 
will move online 
for the first time 
to accommodate 
health and safety 
precautions nec- 
essary in the wake 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In addition to 
live and_ silent 
auctions, the free 
event will feature 
performances by 
the Grammy and 
Juno Award win- 


ning singer-song- 
writer. 

The event is 
being held in cel- 
ebration and sup- 

ort of the front 

ine staff and 

pele who 

ave worked tire- 
lessly across Osler 
hospitals 
throughout the 
pandemic and be- 
yond. 

“The physicians 
and staff across 
our hospitals 
have been work- 
ing around the 
clock for months 
to meet the im- 
mense demands 
of the COVID-19 


pandemic,” said 
Ken Mayhew, 
President and 


CEO, Osler Foun- 
dation. “They are 
our Health Care 
Heroes and this 


year, our Gala 
Benefit Concert is 
dedicated to 


them. Now, more 
than ever, we pay 
tribute to those 


who enable com- 
passionate _ life- 
saving health care 
close to home.” 


Funds raised 
through events 
like the Gala Ben- 


efit concert help 
Osler provide ex- 
ceptional care 
when it’s needed 
most. 

Though a physi- 
cal event is not 
possible this year, 
residents can sign 
up for the free 
gala fundraiser to 
say thank you to 
local health care 
heroes and raise 
vital funds to sup- 
port their work. 

Funds _ raised 
through this vir- 
tual event will 
help fund essen- 
tial equipment 
such as ventila- 
tors, electric beds, 
vital signs moni- 
tors and _ vein 
finders across 
Osler’s three sites 
— Etobicoke Gen- 
eral Hospital, 


Peel Memorial 
Centre for Inte- 
grated Health and 
Wellness and 
Brampton Civic 
Hospital. 

Guests can reg- 
ister for this free 
event at oslercon- 


cert.ca. Sponsor- 
ship opportuni- 
ties are also 
available, which 
include a VIP din- 
ner at home, com- 
pany logo 
placement, and 


recognition in se- 


lect marketing 
materials. 

To learn more 
about sponsor- 
ship opportuni- 
ties, please call 
Osler Foundation 
at (905) 863- 
2579. 


Sarah Mclachlan (Submitted Photo) 
’ 


Nominees announced for Mississauga Music Awards 


The fourth an- 
nual Mississauga 
Music Awards 
are just around 
the corner — and 
the nominees 
have been an- 
nounced! 

Airing virtually 
on Saturday, 
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. 
at mississauga- 
music.com, this 
year’s event 
boasts 13 award 
categories and 56 
nominees. 

Each category 
was voted on by 
an industry 
panel, based on 
the judging crite- 
ria of artistic 


merit, creativity 
& impact of 
work. 

A very different 
process from 
previous years 
due to the pan- 
demic, the 
awards were se- 
cretly handed out 
over Zoom dur- 
ing September & 
October with the 
winners collect- 
ing their trophies 
at LAC shortly 
thereafter. 

The virtual 
event will  in- 
clude a_ special 
feature perform- 
ance from RBC 
Theatre at Living 


Arts Centre, cul- 
minating into a 
50-minute event 
experience that’s 
a first for the 
community. 

The full list of 
categories and 
nominees are in- 
clude: 

Best Local 
Promoter: Ago- 
ria Productions, 
Chelsea Charles, 
The Humble 
Badger Podcast 
& Let's Make 
Good __ Produc- 
tions 

Producer of 
The Year: Junia 
T, Murray 
Daigle, Nick 


Name & Rob Wil- 
son 

Best Online 
Content: The 
IDENTiTY CRi- 
SiS, Matt Zaddy, 
MichaelxCrusty 
& The Tom & 
Rick Show 

Musician of 
the Year: Isaiah 
Gibbons, Mark 
Kelso, Matthew 
Bellissimo & 
William Leathers 

Best Live 
Artist or Band: 
Arlene, David 
Boyd Janes, The 
Dreamboats & 
NO BIG DEAL 
Best New 

Group: Marla & 


—o- 


David Celia, 
Moylee, Other 
Families & We 
Wander 

- Best New Solo 
Artist: Bebe Boy, 


Dahlia, Dani 
Kristina, Rebel 
Will, Keely 
Valentine & 


Paige Blossom 
- Songwriter of 
the Year: Alessia 


Cohle, Matt 
Zaddy, Melle 
Rose & _ Paul 
DeRosa 

Song of the 


Year: MAYBE 
MAY, Paul 
DeRosa, S4G4 & 
Uforia 

- Video of the 


Year: Bree Tay- 
lor, Elyse Saun- 
e r s., 
HAMMER- 
HANDS, 
LVNCHMONEY, 
Moylee & U. N. 
Jefferson 
- Album of the 
Year: FXRRVST, 
Matt Zaddy, 
Mezziah & The 
Southdowns 
- Artist of the 
Year: Alex Porat, 
Alessia Cohle, 
Darenots & The 


Dreamboats 
Fan Choice 
Award: Alex 


Porat, Cmagics5, 
Darenots & Melle 
Rose 
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Focus on Film Forum Contest Winner Announced! 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


The Focus on 


Film Forum 
contest, “My 
Greatest Movie- 
Going — Experi- 


ence,” drew to a 
close on Oct. 16 
- and the lucky 


winner has been 
picked! 
The entrant 


who won _ the 
contest is Alene 
Sen of Missis- 
sauga. She sub- 
mitted the 
following entry: 


BlacKkKlans- 
man, Los Ange- 
les, 2018: A 
flip-flop slipped 
off my foot, 
causing me to 
trip on the wide 
steps leading to 
my seat. 

Afterwards, I 
began sipping 
the supersized 
drink, which 
collapsed in my 
hand. Sugary 
liquid cascaded 
like a waterfall. 
An embarrass- 


ing experience 
turns out to be 
the best experi- 
ence. 

She is the lucky 
winner of the 
“Beauty and the 
Beast” Blu-Ray 
DVD, which she 
is holding in her 
hand in the pic- 
ture, aS seen 
here. 

It was satisfy- 
ing holding this 
contest and we 
hope on doing it 
again soon! 


Health and Wellness - The Blame Game 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


You cannot be lov- 
ing when you are 
blaming. You can- 
not be loving when 
you are criticizing. 
You cannot be loving 
when you are judg- 
ing. — Oprah Win- 
frey 

Change and events 
happen all the time. 
Sometimes it is a win 
and sometimes it 
isn’t. What happens 
next usually shows 
the affectations of 
the person/group 
that is involved. 

We cannot control 
everything and we 
shouldn’t be able to. 
We need to let things 
evolve naturally and 
nothing is guaran- 
teed. The problems 
start when people 
judge and assume, 
they would or could 
have done better but 
could they? 

It can be the start 
of unfair finger 
pointing which is the 
act of making explicit 
and often unfair ac- 
cusations of blame. 

Blaming another 
doesn’t solve the 
problem but it makes 
someone guilty when 
if resolved, the prob- 
lem could have been 
dealt with. 

We all have a cer- 
tain level of guilt and 
when you accuse an- 


other or point the 
finger, then we don’t 
resolve anything. 
We actually accuse 
at our level. The fin- 
ger belongs to us so 
we accuse at what we 
know or don’t know. 
People who ruin 
their own lives have 
a strong tendency to 
blame other people 


when things go 
wrong. — Daniel G. 
Amen, MD 


I don’t like watch- 
ing the “Housewives” 
programs on televi- 
sion because every 
episode is the same 
as the last but just 
someone else is put 
in the blame game. 
They have to find 
someone other than 
themselves to blame. 

The way people 
treat you is a state- 
ment of who they are 
as a human being. 
It’s not a statement 
about you. — Un- 
known 

The Blame Game is 
so rampant nowa- 
days. Nobody takes 
responsibility. We 
see the politicians 
laying blame but not 
taking responsibility. 

They speak about 
blame but strangely 
give no solutions un- 
less it is about “what 
they will do when 
they get elected!” 


But when they get 
to where they think 
they want to be, they 
fail worse than their 


predecessor. They 
are better at blaming 
than working. 


You will never un- 
derstand the dam- 
age you did to 
someone until the 
same thing is done to 
you. That's why I'm 
here. — Karma 

When someone can 
stand and talk with 
confidence and their 
fingers are part of 
their open hand, 
then you see a differ- 
ence. They speak not 
accuse. There is no 
need to blame. They 
believe what they are 
saying and then are 
capable of bringing 
things to fruition. 

He who blames 
others has a long 
way to go on his 
journey. He who 
blames himself is 
halfway there. He 
who blames no one 
has arrived. -Chi- 
nese Proverb 

I remember when 
Trump was elected 
and Obama and he 
had their final inter- 
view. Trump sat for- 
ward with his hands 
together under the 
table — hidden from 
view. He spoke with 
his head _ sloped 


downwards. Obama 
sat comfortable in 
his chair with his 
hands moving as 
part of what he was 
saying. His hands 
were soft and open. 
He smiled often and 
spoke quietly and 
confidently. He had 
one of his people 
there with him and 
he was the same. 

Neither had any- 
thing to hide. I knew 
and had the feeling 
that I would and 
could trust Obama 
but not Trump. 

It is easy to blame 
others for mistakes 
or things that you 
would never take re- 
sponsibilities for but 
all it does is cover it 
with judgement. 

When we all work 
together to resolve 


issues and/or mis- 
takes, then it is done. 
When blame is in- 
volved, it lives on as 
hurt and lack of reso- 
lution. It doesn’t 
work. 

Not everyone is at 
the same level but we 
are all here together. 
If we work together, 
things will be better 
and we learn to live a 
better life with each 
other. 

COVID-19 proved a 
lot of things to us. 
Blaming China was 
Trump’s way. 
Canada took respon- 
sibility and changed 
what we did. 

People in the USA 
are lining up at food 
banks for hours hop- 
ing they can have a 
meal that day. 

I don’t see line-ups 


here. We do social 
distancing and wear 
masks no matter 
what the objectors 
say. We choose to do 
it and that is our 
choice. 

Laying blame on 
others doesn’t work. 
It is our choice to do 
what is right by us 
and our family. Be 
brave and _ allow 
yourself to make 
choices that are right 
by you. Blame does- 
n't work. Be kind 
and make a choice. 

Never blame an- 
other person for 
your personal 
choices — you are 
still the one who 
must live out the 


consequences of 
your choices. — Car- 
oline Myss 


Thumbnail Sketches 


by E.C. Munson 


It starts with early 
memories of sitting 
on his father’s lap 
with his dad, a sign 
painter for the 
provincial govern- 
ment, elping 


Robert draw cows, 
horses, farms, and 
family times spent 
at the ocean on the 
beaches out in 
Antigonish. 


Fast forward sev- 
eral decades, and we 
find Robert 
Chisholm, now re- 
tired, and still paint- 


ing. 

He can look back 
at his own careers in 
many fields, from 
government jobs to 
those in manage- 
ment with retail 
chains, but always 
there was his paint- 
ing. 

Born in Nova Sco- 
tia, living in Mani- 
toba for several 
years, raising a fam- 
ily, then moving to 
Ontario, Robert and 
his wife live in Or- 
angeville and yes, he 
is still painting. 

In fact, now he is 
engaged full time as 
an artist, with his 
own studio at the 
Alton Mill Arts Cen- 
tre and a member of 
Headwaters Arts. 

He shares this stu- 
dio space with two 
other members 
from the large 
SOVA group, South- 
ern Ontario Visual 
Artists. 

This group is one 
that shows several 
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times a year around 
southern Ontario. 
They routinely show 
in Toronto, Milton, 
Niagara Falls, and 
Oakville, sharing 
the work of applying 
for, setting up, and 
promoting their 
shows. 

Their next show is 
at the Falls Gallery, 
to run from Nov. 11 


— 23, at the Alton 
Mill Arts Centre, 
Alton. 

Robert tradition- 
ally does a few other 
festivals and exhibi- 
tions on his own, the 
Kawartha Arts Fes- 
tival at Fenlon Falls, 
traditionally held 
over the Labour Day 
weekend, is one he 
has done for six 
years. Likewise, he 
has set up the past 
few years at the 
Hockley Valley Art 
Show. Neither of 
these shows were 
held this year. 

Despite the many 
festivals and exhibi- 
tions which did not 
run, Robert was part 
of the recent SOVA 
show in Niagara 
Falls at the Steve 
Wilson Studio and 
Gallery. 

Steve Wilson, also 
a member of SOVA, 
recently relocated 
from Inglewood to 
set up his art studio 
and gallery in Niag- 
ara Falls. 

Belonging to sev- 
eral arts organiza- 
tions is one of the 
usual ways artists 


—e— 


can ensure that 
their work is shown 
along with that in- 
spiration they offer 


each other. 

Robert talked 
about the impor- 
tance of these 
groups, such as Or- 
angeville Art Group 


and Visual Arts 
Brampton’s Portrai- 
ture Studio Group, 

si 


although he does 
not belong to either 
of them now. Those 
were important 
groups with differ- 
ent people who in- 
fluenced each 
other’s arts prac- 
tices. 

“We can feed off 
each other ... the en- 
ergy is incredible. 
You get lost in the 
zone.” 

Our conversation 
becomes more 
philosophical about 
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- Always Painting... 


how art is part of 
people’s lives or how 
they approach it. 

In general, Robert 
is a pragmatist and 
accepts that most 
people don’t actu- 
ally notice what is in 
front of them. His 
comments are so 
apt. “Artists invite 
people into their 
world in a way. Peo- 


ple need to slow 
down, they are so 
busy. The sun rises 
every day. Our 
paintings are chance 
to appreciate what’s 
in front of us that we 
often do not notice.” 

He adds, “It’s im- 
portant to be kind to 
people. I am very 
fortunate!” 

And yes, to be pur- 
suing your passion 
all your life, and 
now to be so ab- 
sorbed in it the past 


Photos by E.C. Munson 


10-15 years with 
that grounded sense 
of who you are, that 
is very fortunate. 

It is a state Robert 
has labored towards 
and achieved over 
the many years of 
honing his craft and 
refining his style. 

The ultimate com- 
pliment to him is 
when people recog- 
nize a painting as a 
Robert Chisholm 
piece. “Selling a 
painting is like sell- 
ing a part of your- 
self, you have to let 
it go.” 

His style speaks to 
them, it is his im- 
print and statement; 
an impressionistic 
and expressive style 
with loose brush 
strokes. 

He works largely 
in acrylics, various 
sizes, and his down 
east origins are so 
evident when he 
paints water. “My 

aintings are never 
inished. You have 
to know when to 
stop. (And then I 
can say) my next 
one is going to be 
my best.” 

Picking up the 
thread of our earlier 
discussion on how 


people regard 
artists’ work, he 
comments, “You 


don’t know how 
people will value a 
piece, and it’s part 
of me. But you have 
to take it if you are 


an artist, critiquing 
is a tool that we use 
as an artist. I love 
critiquing because 
people are connect- 
ing with my _ art- 
work, is the ultimate 
critique.” 

Just a few weeks 
ago we saw the re- 
sults of this “ulti- 
mate critique” by 
people as Robert’s 
piece, Lady Devine, 
won the People’s 
Choice Award at the 
Artful Revival Festi- 
val Exhibition at the 
Headwaters Arts 
annual fall 
fundraiser and 
show. It was this 
very piece which 
also had won Third 
Prize at the same 


event. 
Robert’s other 
work may be viewed 


on his gallery with 
SOVA at souther- 
nontariovisu- 
alartists.com/#/ne 
w-gallery-1/ and on 
I 


@chisholm.robert. 

Yes, it is such a 
good thing for us 
that Robert 
Chisholm has been 
able to say that he 
was “always paint- 
ing”. And how won- 
derful that we can 
stop, learn to see 
and to appreciate, to 
slow our lives down 
enough to enjoy the 
views his paintings 
offer us on the 
world. 


° 
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Remembrance Day goes online in Brampton 


The Royal Cana- 
dian Legion 
branches in Bramp- 
ton will march to a 
different beat this 
Remembrance Day, 
as the normal cere- 
monies will go on- 
line on Nov. 11 in 
response to the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Brampton’s Veter- 
ans of War and 
those who made the 
ultimate — sacrifice 
will be honoured on 
the city’s Brampton 
Remembers web- 
page and flags at all 
City of Brampton 
facilities will be 
flown at half-mast. 

The webpage will 
go live on Wednes- 
day, Nov. 11 at 10:55 
a.m., featuring a vir- 
tual service includ- 
ing the Moment of 
Silence and Placin 
of Wreaths, an 


videos of Brampton 
veterans on what 
Remembrance Day 
means to them. 

It will be different 
this year as the 
Service of Remem- 
brance will be on- 
line, said Judy-Ann 
Taylor, the presi- 
dent of Branch 609 
of the Royal Cana- 
dian Legion in 
Brampton. “We rec- 
ognize all those who 
put themselves in 
danger to protect 
our freedom, and 
thank them for their 
service and _ their 
sacrifice. ” 

As a tribute to 
Brampton’s Veter- 
ans of War, the City 
will hang banners 
along Main Street 
and Queen Street in 
downtown Bramp- 
ton. Poppies will 
also be sold at local 
businesses through- 


out the city, begin- 
ning on Oct. 30. 

The Poppy Cam- 
paign will run until 
Nov. 11. Funds 
raised from this 
campaign directly 
support Canada's 
serving and retired 
veterans and their 
families, while help- 
ing to ensure Cana- 
dians never forget 
the tremendous ef- 
forts of those who 
serve. 

Residents and vis- 
itors can donate to 
the Poppy Cam- 
paign in exchange 
for a poppy at vari- 
ous business loca- 
tions in Brampton. 

Remembrance 
Day started in 
Brampton 100 years 
ago by one of the 
leading citizens of 
Brampton, a Town 
Councillor, and the 


Dominion President 
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of the Great War 
Veterans’ Associa- 
tion (later the Le- 
gion) - Major 
William D. Sharpe, 
who was_instru- 
mental in starting 
the first Remem- 
brance Day in 
Brampton in 1920 
and now has a street 
named after him. 


“Since then, and 
with technology, we 
have expanded the 
Brampton Remem- 
bers program into 
the award winning 
series of events we 
now annually hold. 
I think Major 


Sharpe would be 
proud,” said Brian 
Capon, president of 


RCL Branch 15 in 


Brampton. 
For more informa- 
tion, visit the 


Brampton Remem- 
bers website at 
brampton.ca/EN/C 
ity-Hall/Protocol- 
Office/Brampton- 
Remembers/Pages/ 
Welcome.aspx. 
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The sweet and sour life of Canadians 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Spring has its 
own colours; au- 
tumn has its own. 

These colours 
also. beat the 
colours of spring. 
Simultaneously, 
the morning walks 
changeable, capri- 
cious leaves, 
morning mist, soft 
evening light, and 
bright colours 
splashes. 

Humanity has 
many _ different 
colours; __ white, 
brown and black 
and more, some 
beautiful, some 
very friendly, 
helpful... and a 
few bad apples in 
the mix too. 

It rarely happens 
that a person's life 
has remained the 
same from birth 
to the last stage of 
life. Man has been 
living on_ this 
earth for cen- 
turies. It has al- 
ways been the 
human mind's 
wish that his life 
should be more 
beautiful and bet- 
ter. 

It is true that 
centuries ago, 
human life was 
more in tune with 
nature. Today's 
human being is 
getting entangled 
in the blind wind 
of development 
and moving away 
from nature, and 
is falling prey to 
crises day by day. 

Hope has always 
been a pillar of 
human life. With- 
out it, life is hardly 
possible. A person 
who gives up hope 
quickly dies many 
times before he 
dies. 

The wise say that 
life is based on 
hope. Pleasures, 
sorrows are part 
of the footsteps of 
life. Happiness 


does not always 
sound, nor does 
sorrow always. If 
the human being 
remains at ease 
and steadfast in 
both cases, then 
life goes on at the 
same level. 

The excitement 
of a situation ex- 
acerbates the cri- 
sis. Looking at the 
social phenome- 
non, most people 
get so excited 
when they are 
happy that they 
forget everything. 

However, happi- 
ness is the name 
of a unique state 
of mind. 

Pleasure cannot 
be enhanced by 
too much enter- 
tainment, noise, 
or drumbeat. It 
can be shared 
with your loved 
ones. 

Right now, the 
whole world is 
going through the 
COVID-19 _pan- 
demic. Canadians, 
day by day, are 
losing their loved 
ones. 

In the same way, 
getting lost in the 
deep whirlpools of 
grief, even in 
times of distress 
or sadness, is 
turning away from 
the reality of life. 

Forgetting the 
sorrow in happy 
times and making 
no effort to find 
happiness in sad 
times is a denial of 
life's truth. 

The real test of a 
human _sbeing's 
courage is in times 
of crisis. If there is 
no ray of hope in 
times of trouble, 
then the sensation 
of pain and suffer- 
ing becomes very 
intense. 

Leaving the grip 
of restraint and 
encouragement in 


any difficult situa- 
tion is like taking 
life on a broken 
path. If there is 
hope in the mind 
and the skirt of 
encouragement is 
held tightly, being 
positive, then 
many high moun- 
tains of troubles 
can be swept 
away. 

Man enjoys the 
time of pleasures 
in colour specta- 
cles, but in times 
of sorrows and 
problems, he gives 
up the mantle of 
patience. 

In times of sor- 
row, it seems to 
man why nature is 
giving him more 
pain. At the same 
time, this is not 
the case at all. 
There is no dis- 
crimination in the 
phenomena of na- 
ture. 

If a human being 
has the feeling of 
sharing the grief 
of a troubled per- 
son under normal 
circumstances, he 
has no shortage of 
encouragement in 
times of crisis. 

I think it's 
human nature, 
myself. I hate win- 
ter, and love the 
summer. Many 
people love the 


winter, not the 
summer. 
Those Canadi- 


ans, love skiing, 
they want more 
and more snow to 
enjoy life. 

Also, I have a 
reason not to love 
winter. Due to 
auto accident I 
was involved in 
years ago, I have 
slipped discs. 

As soon as the 
cold comes, I am 
mostly locked up 
at home in the 
heat before I end 
up in the hospital. 


31 years in Canada 
and 15 years of 
suffering the win- 
ter. 

While living 
most of my life in 
Canada, I faced 
many tragic and 
heartbreaking 
events. On one 
hand, after the car 
accident, a storm 
of pain has arisen 
in my mind, and 
on the other hand, 
it is not a small 
thing to return to 
life with a healthy 
heart. 

I think of other 
families and indi- 
viduals who have 
worked through 
pain and_hard- 
ship. Families of 
soldiers fighting 
overseas who live 
on hope. Families 
of foreigners 
struggling to 
make ends meet 
across the seven 
seas, who have re- 
lied on hope for 
many years. Peo- 
ple who face hard- 
ships in foreign 
lands in the hope 
of better days are 
anxious to meet 
their children, 
spouses and 
mothers shedding 
tears of love. 

Sometimes a 
human being 
wanders in the 
realm of despair, 
but the ray of 
hope keeps creat- 
ing in the human 
mind the desire 
and ummah to 
live life. Every 
diligent person is 
engaged in his 
work with hope. 

If there is no 
hope, then the de- 
sire to live life dies 
in the human 
mind, and if the 
desire within the 
human being is 
exhausted, how 
will the business 
of the whole world 


—o- 


run? Hard work, 
as well as opti- 
mism, has a big 
hand behind the 
success of every 
endeavor. 

Always hoping 
for the best is a 
meaningful way of 
life and giving up 
hope before any- 
thing happens is 
an expression of 
pessimistic think- 
ing. 

No matter how 
big the problem, 
people with ra- 
tional thinking are 
never on the path 
to suicide. They 
see a glimmer of 
hope. 

There is no life 
without hope. No 
matter how far 
away the destina- 
tion is, a small 


lamp of hope 
should keep flick- 
ering. 


After 31 years of 
living in Canada, I 
am enjoying my 
life with my wife 
and two children. 

We love Cana- 
dian autumn, 
which appears in 
nature at the end 


0) 
September/early 
October. Accord- 
ing to sunlight 
and rain, they are 
hot and full of vi- 
tality. 

I walk in Bramp- 
ton parks and 
streets, during the 
colourful evenings 
of October, then 
see the immense 
variety of colours 
created on the 
swaying trees and 
the high and low 
landscapes all 
around. 

There are many 
colours of leaves, 
shrubs, fruits, 
grasses, trees, and 
surrounding vege- 
tation. So many 
colours! 

Standing, watch- 


ing and walking, 
goes to the 
essence of nature. 
When it blooms, 
the colours just 
start to fade, 
changed to very 
colourful and 
that's the real 
beauty of autumn 
colours. That's our 
beautiful Canada, 
and it's coloured. 

Seeing the 
colours of the 
earth, one some- 
times looks up at 
the sky. Scattered 
clouds in the sky 
sometimes turn 
sky blue, some- 
times black and 
sometimes 
darker. 

Sometimes 
clouds catch the 
last red-orange 
rays of the setting 
sun and the first 
light of morning. 
It looks as if the 
shadows are 
falling apart. As if 
the celestial lights 
were burning. 

I can see the 
image again and 
again when the 
azure sun shines 
over the hills, 
peeks through 
windows and then 
reappears with 
the golden rays of 
the morning. 

In their glitter- 
ing rays, the dew- 
drops _ hanging 
from the wheat 
glow's green 
leaves in many 
colours. Some- 
times those dia- 
monds would turn 
into pearls, and 
the rainbow feath- 
ers in them would 
be seen dancing. 


Look for the sec- 
ond part of this 
article in next 
week’s issue of 
Peel Weekly 
News. 
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Garden program nets 10k pounds of produce 
for residents in need 


The City of 
Brampton’s Back- 
yard Garden Pro- 
gram is now 
complete, with 
more than 
10,000 lbs of pro- 
duce donated to 
residents in need 
from April - Octo- 
ber. 


The Backyard 


Garden Program, 
chaired by City 
Councillor Doug 


SOOO UUUUL Ulla 


2 and 6, and facil- 
itated by the 
City’s Parks 
Maintenance and 
Forestry division, 
launched on Apr. 
15 as the first pro- 
gram of its kind 
in Canada in re- 
sponse to 
COVID-19. 

It is an exten- 
sion of the exist- 
ing Community 


Gardens pro- 
gram, said 
Whillans. 


Whillans, ‘Wards 


“City staff have 
shown _ tremen- 
dous  commit- 
ment and care for 
our community 
by working hard 
to implement the 
Backyard Garden 
Program, and we 
couldn’t be more 
impressed with 
the results... this 
program has kept 
residents active 
and provided 


food security to 


individuals and 
families in 
Brampton.” 

The program 


provided food re- 
sources for the 
Mayor’s COVID- 
19 Social Support 
Task Force, 
which facilitates 
necessary social 
supports for 
Brampton’s vul- 
nerable commu- 
nities. 

Open to all 
Brampton _resi- 


dents, the pro- 
gram supplied 
residents with 
soil, packages of 
seeds, and grow- 
ing advice for 
their new gar- 
dens. 

From April to 
October, resi- 
dents grew their 
own _ backyard 
gardens, with 
some __ keeping 
their harvest and 


others donating 
to local food 
banks and com- 
munity organiza- 
tions, including 
the Knights 
Table, Regenera- 
tion, Khalsa Aid, 
and United Sikhs. 
In addition to 
supporting resi- 
dents in need 
with fresh pro- 
duce, this eco- 
friendly initiative 
encouraged resi- 
dents to stay ac- 
tive during 


COVID-19, and 
supported 
Bramptonians’ 
mental health by 
providing an at- 
home activity. It 
was also an op- 
portunity for 
first-time garden- 
ers to learn about 
gardening and try 
a new hobby. 
“We saw an in- 
credible response 
to the Backyard 


Garden Program 
and_ Councillor 
Whillans’s lead- 
ership, and we’re 
proud to have 
championed this 
initiative in 
Brampton as the 
first of its kind in 
Canada,” said 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown. 

”*The COVID-19 
Social Support 
Task Force pro- 
vided the neces- 
sary food 
supports to vul- 


—o- 


nerable Bramp- 
ton residents 
through Knights 
Table and (Re- 
generation Out- 
reach 
community) dur- 
ing a_ difficult 
time, and every- 
one who grew 
and donated pro- 
duce alleviated 
pressure on our 
food banks, sup- 
ported our envi- 


ae 


and 
all 


ronment, 

made _us 
proud.” 

Within — three 
days of the pro- 
gram launch, 
6,000 residents 
had registered. 

More than 45 
volunteers also 
worked 490 
hours to assist 
with delivering 
free seeds to par- 
ticipants. Staff 
and __- volunteers 
delivered 3,057 
yards of bulk soil; 


8,553 bags of soil; 
and 15,162 pack- 
ets of seeds to 
participants. 
“The Brampton 
Backyard Garden 
Program was 
such a great ini- 
tiative. For the 
vulnerable fami- 
lies, individuals 
and seniors we 
serve, many are 
dealing with 
health concerns. 


Fresh fruits and 
vegetables are es- 
sential to help 
them maintain 
good health. The 
garden program 
was a valuable re- 
source which pro- 
vided 
much-needed 
produce to food 
insecure house- 
holds,” said 
Annie Bynoe, Ex- 
ecutive Director 
of Knights Table. 
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Remembering Baba Nand Singh 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


On the occasion of 
the 150th Prakash 
Utsav of Dhan - Dhan 
Baba Nand Singh ji, 
11 days of religious 
ceremonies started in 
the village Sherpur 
Kalan, the birthplace 
of Baba Ji. 

On the first day of 
the function which 
started under the 
leadership of Baba 
Charan Singh Ji, Pa- 
tron of Gurdwara 
Janam Asthan Baba 
Nand Singh Ji Sher- 
pur Kalan, a large 
number of Sangats 
attended on Oct. 19. 

Baba Nand Singh Ji 
was the embodiment 
of Naam, Simran and 
Bhagti and spent his 
entire life devoting 
himself to the service 
of Shri Guru Ganth 
Sahib Ji, Simran. 

The Gurdwara 
Nanaksar Brampton 
on Timberlane Drive 
in Brampton also 
held special _ pro- 
grams to remember 
Baba Nand Singh ji, 
and Katha Kirtan and 
listen to Path Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib ji. 

A great devotee of 
Sikhism, Baba Nand 
Singh Ji was born in 
1870 at Sherpur Vil- 
lage, Jagraon, in Lud- 
hiana_ District — of 
Punjab. His father 
was Sardar Jai Singh 
while his mother was 
Sardarni Sada Kaur. 

Right from his 
childhood, he had an 
urge for devotion to 
God. His nature was 


that of a hermit, a 
"Yogi.” At the age of 
five, he often used to 
wake up in the mid- 
dle of the night and 
go out for meditation. 

Once his parents 
didn’t see him in his 
bed, they became 
worried and started 
looking for him. They 
were surprised to see 
him sitting on the 
edge of a well with his 
eyes closed and in 
deep meditation. 

He was_ perched 
precariously, and any 
slight movement due 
to his 
sleepiness/drowsi- 
ness would have re- 
sulted in his falling 
into the well. 

Upon seeing the 
glow on his face and 
the manner in which 
he was in deep medi- 
tation, the apprehen- 
sion of the parents 
disappeared. 

The whole episode 
led them to believe 
that their child was a 
great soul who would 
one day become a 
great saint. 

Baba Nand Singh 
Ji, in his youth, 
adopted the profes- 
sion of his forefa- 
thers, but in reality, 
he was deeply de- 
voted to God. 

Baba Ji left his 
house and started to 
do "sewa" at Gurd- 
wara Sahib in Fer- 
ozpur. There he met 
Sant Baba Harnam 
Singh Ji, Bhuchon 
Wale. 


Sant Ji observed 
that the young Baba 
Nand Singh had the 
characteristics that 
must have been ac- 
quired by long and 
deep meditation and 
devotion. 

Sant Ji showed him 
knowledge, and made 
him realise that only 
that part of the life 
which was spent in 
the devotion and 
service to God was 
pee success- 


He further stressed 
that one should do 
good deeds for the 
welfare of humanity 
and that the youth 
age once passed 
never returns in life 
while old age never 
leaves. 

Therefore, youth 
should not be wasted 
but one should make 
the maximum use of 
it to do service to God 
and mankind. 

The above advice 
and instructions 
changed the life of 
Baba Nand Singh Ji 
and made him to go 
to the forest for fur- 
ther meditation. He 
commenced his med- 
itation without con- 
sidering the local 
weather conditions. 

Furthermore, he 
did not go anywhere 
for his food. He be- 
lieved that He, "Wa- 
heguru," on whom he 
was devoting and 
meditating, would 
definitely take care of 
all his needs. With 


this strong belief in 
mind, he sat in deep 
meditation. Some- 
how, the food came 
from one source or 
other at the required 
times. 

After a period of 
meditation, he re- 
turned from the for- 
est and camped just 
outside the village 
and continued with 
his meditation irre- 
spective of the local 
climatic conditions. 

The villagers upon 
observing this built a 
temporary house for 
him. After some time, 
the people from 
Kalera Village came 
and requested him to 
visit their village. 

He accepted their 
invitation and set out 
for Kalera. On the 


way he stopped at a 
well which was be- 
tween Kaunke Village 
and Kalera and de- 
cided to camp there. 

The villagers over 
there made a small 
hut for Baba Ji and 
he started his medita- 
tion. 

Baba Nand Singh Ji 
later established his 
centre near Kalera in 
Punjab. 

He led a simple life 
and continued with 
the same principles of 
deep meditation. The 
food for the "Gurd- 
wara" would come 
from different devo- 
tees though no cook- 
ing was done at the 


"location " itself. 

This practice is still 
continued by the 
"Gurdwara," 


now 


popularly known as 
anaksar. 

The food, "langar", 
is not prepared at 
Nanaksar, but it is 
sent by the nearby 
villages and no mat- 
ter how big the con- 
gregation, never ever 
has there been a 
shortage. 

No monetary offer- 
ings are ever made in 
front of the Guru 
Granth Sahib at 
Nanaksar, as_ the 
usual practice is at 
other Gurdwaras, but 
never a shortage of 
funds has occurred 
there. 

Baba Ji did not use 
any money on him- 
self. He always served 
the community with 
true love and affec- 
tion. 


Residents invited to take a “Story Walk” in local park 


In collaboration 
with the City of 
Brampton and 
book publisher 
Scholastic Canada, 
Brampton Library 
has launched Say 
Something!, an im- 
portant and acces- 
sible initiative 
which will be pro- 
moted via a Story 
Walk in Chingua- 
cousy Park. 

Say Something!, 
written by Cana- 
dian-born author 


Peter H. Reynolds, 
will be presented in 
a series of large 
posters along a 
path that begins 
near the Chingua- 
cousy Park Boat 
Pavilion play- 


ground. 

“T'm thrilled that 
we have partnered 
with the City of 
Brampton and 
children's —pub- 
lisher Scholastic 
Canada to present 
our first Story 


Walk! Now more 
than ever, Bramp- 
ton Library is 
proud to inspire 
connections with 
residents over a 
shared story," said 
Sarala Uttangi, Di- 
rector of Commu- 
nity Engagement & 
Partnerships. "Our 
choice, Say Some- 
thing!, is a book for 
all ages that says 
step up when you 
see injustice and 
speak your truth.” 
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A Decadent Starter - Honey Chilli Potatoes! 


This Crispy 
Honey Chilli Po- 
tato recipe is 
something _ that 
everyone should 


try. 

Made with deep- 
fried potato fin- 
gers and coated 
with tomato chilli 
sauce, honey and a 
mixture of garlic, 
vinegar, salt, pep- 

er and chilli 

akes, this honey 
chilli potato recipe 
arrives to the plate 
in just half an 
hour. 

If you have _ al- 
ways struggled to 
make really crispy 
potatoes, this step 
by step recipe will 
be helpful. It is a 
crunchy and fla- 
vorful appetizer 
recipe that can be 
enjoyed on any oc- 
casion. 


This Indo-Chi- 


nese recipe can be 
made quickly and 
is ideal for parties 
and get-togethers. 
Honey Chilli Po- 
tato is a popular 
kids recipe and no 
food lover can ever 
say no to it! 

It goes well with 
drinks, colas and 
any summer bey- 
erage, and though 
it is slightly heavy, 
it is often served as 
a starter. 


Ingredients (for 
six servings): 


- 500 grams of 


potatoes 
- one finely 
chopped red chilli 
- one cup of re- 
fined oil 
two _ table- 
spoons, sesame 
seeds 
five cloves, 
finely chopped 


garlic 
two _ table- 
spoons, corn flour 
- salt, as required 
- one onion shal- 
lot 


For Topping: 


- two teaspoons, 
chilli flakes 

- one teaspoon, 
vinegar 

- one teaspoon, 
tomato chili sauce 
two _ table- 

spoons, honey 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 
amazing recipe, 
wash the potatoes 
and keep aside. 

Put a pressure 
cooker on medium 
flame and add the 
potatoes in them 
along with enough 
water. Also, add a 
half a teaspoon 


salt. Pressure cook 
them for 1 whistle 
and let the steam 
release on its own. 

The potatoes 
should be soft, but 
not squishy. Do 
not overcook the 
potatoes. Once the 
steam is released, 
drain the water 
and peel them in a 
large tray. 

Cut them nicely 
in a long shape, 
just like French 
fries and _ keep 
aside until re- 
quired. 

Take a large bowl 
and mix together 
crushed garlic, red 
chillies, salt and 
cornflower. Use a 
little water to pre- 
pare the batter, 
and mix well. Keep 
aside for three-to- 
five minutes. 

Now, add the po- 
tatoes and_ toss 


well so that the 
mixture com- 
pletely coats the 
potatoes. 

Put a wok over 
medium flame and 
heat oil in it. When 
the oil is hot 
enough, deep fry 
the potatoes till 
they are crispy. 

You can also 
double fry them if 
the required 
crispiness is not 
attained in one go. 

Drain excess oil 
and place them on 
an absorbent 
paper. 

Now heat a little 
oil in a wok. When 


the oil is hot 
enough, add two 
chopped _ garlic 
cloves, sesame 


seeds, vinegar and 
tomato chilli sauce 
along with the po- 
tatoes. Cook for a 
minute and then 


turn off the heat. 

Pour honey, sea- 
sonings and onion 
shallots. Toss well 
and sprinkle some 
sesame seeds and 
serve immediately. 

Leaving it for a 
while on the 
kitchen counter 
may take away its 
crunchiness. 

To make restau- 
rant-style honey 
chilli potatoes, cut 
the potato fingers 
evenly. 

Make sure you 
use wok for cook- 
ing this dish as it 
gives enough 
scope for the 
sauces to properly 
coat the potatoes. 

Deep fry the po- 
tato fingers for 
making them 
crispy. Do not fur- 
ther cook the pota- 
toes, if you have 
added honey to it. 


Stuffed Tomatoes - A Satisfying Side 


Looking for an 
easy yet fancy 
recipe to impress 
guests at home? 
Want to impress 
them with your 
culinary skills? If 
yes, then fret not, 
as we've got your 
back. 

Stuffed Toma- 
toes are a delight- 
ful side dish 
recipe which can 
also go as a snack 
in parties and 
family dinners. 

Light and deli- 
cious, it is easy to 
make and you 
can conveniently 
cook it in any 
covered vessel. It 
goes well with 
both Indian and 
Continental food. 

The best thing 


about this Stuffed 
Tomatoes recipe 
is its flavorful 
stuffing, which is 
made using po- 
tato, paneer, 
green chilli, co- 
riander leaves, 
dry mango pow- 
der, black pepper 
and salt. 

One bite of the 
tangy tomato 
with scrumptious 
filling will be a 
treat to your taste 
buds. These 
Stuffed Tomatoes 
go well with cock- 
tails and mock- 
tails. They are 
easy-to-making 
and at the same 
time filling. 

This is a perfect 
party recipe as it 
won't take much 


of your time and 
effort when you 
have other party 
arrangements to 
keep you busy. 
Try this easy 
snack recipe and 
enjoy its flavors. 


Ingredients (for 
two servings): 


- two deseeded 
tomatoes 

- half-teaspoon, 
ghee 

- 100 grams, po- 
tatoes 

- half-teaspoon, 
green chilli 

quarter-tea- 

spoon, dry 
mango powder 

- half-teaspoon, 
salt 

- half-cup, pa- 
neer 


- one stalk of co- 
riander leaves 
quarter-tea- 
spoon, powdered 
black pepper 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 
delicious Stuffed 
Tomatoes recipe, 
wash and clean 
the tomatoes 
under cold run- 
ning water. 

Now cut off the 
top of the toma- 
toes. With a help 
of a knife or a 
spoon, scoop out 


the seeds and 
pulp to get a cav- 
ity. 


Once it's done, 
keep the toma- 
toes aside. 

Now, to prepare 
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the filling for the 
tomatoes, take a 
glass bowl and 
add grated pa- 
neer and mashed 
boiled potatoes in 
it. 

Then add green 
chilli, chopped 
coriander leaves, 
dry mango pow- 
der along with 
black pepper and 
salt. Mix the in- 
gredients well. 

Now heat ghee 
in a pan over 
medium flame. 
Once the ghee is 
sufficiently hot, 
add the potato 
and paneer mix- 
ture. 

Saute for three- 
to-four minutes, 
stirring continu- 
ously. 


After it's done, 
transfer the mix- 
ture in a bowl 
and allow it to 
cool. Now with a 
help of a spoon, 


carefully stuff 
this filling in the 
tomatoes. 

Grill these 


stuffed tomatoes 
in a pre-heated 
oven at 200 de- 
gree Celsius for 
about ten min- 
utes. 
Alternatively, 
you can shallow 
fry them in a 
half-tablespoon 
of ghee till the 
tomatoes are 
cooked but firm. 
Serve hot, gar- 
nished with 
chopped corian- 
der leaves. 
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